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Abstract
This thesis chronicles the Penn State University club Eco-Action’s Earth Day event for
the years 2009 and 2010, for which I was the coordinator. Included within this thesis is
information regarding the history of Eco-Action’s Earth Day at Penn State and the United
State’s celebration of Earth Day since its inception in 1970. This document also explains
how I used my university education in theatre to assist me in planning this event. The
purpose of this thesis is to serve as a roadmap for future Earth Day coordinators at Penn
State, as it provides specific information regarding fundraising, rules and regulations,
ideology, leadership, advertising, history and formatting.
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Introduction
When I was first chosen as Eco-Action’s Earth Day Coordinator, I knew I had a huge
task in front of me. This was mostly due to the fact that the previous year’s celebration
plans had crumbled due to a lack of commitment and transparency, and Earth Day
became a last minute struggle for the entire club. I knew that it was imperative that it be
done right this time. What I did not know is that my experience would lead me to base an
entire thesis around my work, and teach me so much about what it means to be a leader.
The reason I decided to base my thesis around my Earth Day event is twofold. The first
reason is that there was no guidebook for me when I had to plan this event. I literally had
to learn by guess and check, and it was very time consuming and frustrating. By planning
the event, I also gained a stronger understanding of the importance behind it. I wanted to
use my thesis as a resource guide for my Earth Day successors, so they could read the
history of Earth Day and how it has been celebrated here on campus in the past. The
second reason is the fact that planning the Earth Day celebration every year is something
our club can be very proud of, and I want its future leaders to have documentation of
these events. If I was able to have something like this when I was planning Earth Day,
I’m sure I would have been able to spend less time trying to fix everything that I was
doing wrong and more time promoting the impact of Earth Day on campus. This is my
hope for the future.
I decided to outline my thesis beginning with an explanation of how the work behind this
thesis relates to my time spent within the theatre. Planning an event has a lot in common
with planning a performance; many skills that I have learned through my time spent
within the theatre were incorporated into my planning process, and I believe I would not
have been nearly as successful without them. After this, I included the history of Earth
Day, both locally and nationally, beginning with the origins of the first event.
Understanding why the event began and how it has evolved over the years is crucial to
anyone planning its celebration. Personally, reviewing the history helped me to get a
better grasp on the thinking behind it and what the desired outcomes were, and it became
important to me to incorporate this original theology of the event within my own
celebration. Reading the history of the event at Penn State also allows the coordinator to
see what has worked in the past and what hasn’t, and it also provides a strong sense of
purpose. The next section of this thesis explains my planning and execution process of
the Eco-Action Earth Day celebrations of 2009 and 2010. I also took the time within this
section to analyze these events and provide advice for future Earth Day coordinators. I
finished this section with a simple how-to guide that shows the steps one has to within the
university’s regulations to plan an Earth Day event on campus. I also included a large
appendix so one could see the primary documents that I refer to within these sections.
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Earth Day and the Theatre
Upon first glance, there is seemingly no connection between planning an Earth Day event
and being involved in the theatre. However, as a student in the theatre program at Penn
State University and the Eco-Action Earth Day Coordinator for two years in a row, I have
indeed found many strong connections between the two. Many of my theatre professors
have told me that your work within the theatre will positively influence other factors of
your life. I didn’t place much confidence in this statement, that is, until I began to reflect
on how my experience as a theatre major helped me to plan my Earth Day celebration. I
truly believe that if it weren’t for the knowledge I gained within the theatre, my event
would not have been nearly as successful. Although there are many different aspects of
my life within the theatre that influenced my planning process, I would like to outline
three main ones within this particular section, and they are time-management, teamwork,
and production planning.
One of the first things that you are taught within the theatre program at Penn State is the
importance of time. You must learn how to effectively manage your own time and to be
respectful of other people’s time as well. If you show up late to a rehearsal or class and
are not fully prepared, you will be told to leave because you are not respecting the time of
others involved with the project as well as your own time studying the craft. I tried to
apply this principle when I was planning my Earth Day event as well. Because there was
so much work involved in the process, I had to be extremely organized and make sure
that I spent all of my time wisely. I also made sure that I didn’t waste anyone else’s time
in terms of being prepared for meetings and turning in all of my required paperwork in a
timely fashion. I always knew that that these things were important, but it wasn’t until I
got involved within the theatre that I implemented them in every aspect of my life. By
using your time and other’s effectively, you present yourself in a more professional
manner and make people want to work with you in the future.
Teamwork is also extremely important in the world of theatre. Like time management, it
is something that everyone knows you should do, but for me, it was not fully integrated in
my life until I became a theatre student. When you are putting on a production, there are
many different roles that have to be filled. Unlike some people may think, a play cannot
happen with just actors and directors; stage managers, sound and light technicians,
dramaturgies, dialect coaches, dance coaches, set designers, producers, etc. are all apart
of the process as well. I’ve learned that if you can’t work in harmony with all of these
different people to create one final project, the show will not successful. The same is true
for planning Earth Day. There are so many different people and organizations that you
have to work with, and you must be able to listen to their suggestions and allow them to
do their part in the planning process. Although its something that I was taught in
elementary school, I never really learned how to do it effectively until I was apart of my
first university theatre production. I used to live by the motto that if I could do everything
myself, then I would be most successful. This is virtually impossible in theatre, as it is
with planning a large event on campus as well. I’m so glad that I was able to have my
theatre experience before I started planning Earth Day, or else I don’t think I could have
been a successful coordinator.
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The final and most obvious way that my theatre training benefited me in my Earth Day
planning is the knowledge that I gained of the various aspects of planning a production.
My role in Earth Day was sort of like that of a producer/director/stage manger in a show.
Like a producer, I had to determine how the show was going to be held, funded, and
advertised. Like a director, I had to decide which direction the event was going to take
and what I wanted to get accomplished by certain pre-determined dates. Like a stage
manager, I had to coordinate all of the different people involved and make sure that
things were getting accomplished on time. Because I knew what each of these roles in the
theatre entailed, I was able to apply that same work to my role as Earth Day coordinator.
It turns out that my theatre professors were right; you can learn so much about life from
working in the theatre. Without my theatrical background, I’m positive that I wouldn’t
have been able to effectively plan and organize our Earth Day event at Penn State. There
were many times throughout my planning process when I referred back to the knowledge
that I had gained in my theatre classes and it applied it to the different situations I
encountered. Although seemingly very different, many commonalities exist between the
world of the theatre and planning an Earth Day event.
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A History of Earth Day
The Beginning
The first Earth Day celebration was held on April 22, 1970 in schools and universities
across the United States. The event was originally known as “Environmental Teach-In
Day” (Christofferson 307), an idea that was first proposed by Senator Gaylord Nelson of
Wisconsin; the idea first came to Nelson after the Santa Barbara oil spill in the summer of
1969 (Christofferson 302). During this same time, teach-ins on the war in Vietnam were
being held across college campuses and were receiving a lot of media attention. Nelson’s
idea was to use the format of the teach-ins to educate students on the problems of the
environment. The first step he took to achieve this goal was to form a non-profit, nonpartisan group called Environmental Teach-In Inc. (Christofferson 302). Nelson wanted
to make sure that he found people on all sides of the political spectrum, democrats,
conservationists, republicans, environmentalists, etc. to be included in his organization,
so that it would appeal to the biggest group of people possible (Christofferson 305), and
hopefully, express his belief that the concerns of the Earth are the concern of everyone
(Nelson 19).
On September 20th, 1969, Nelson announced his plan to the public in a speech given to
the Washington Environmental Council (Christofferson 303). As Nelson would continue
to emphasize for many years, he spoke of the importance of the youth in terms of
assuaging the environmental crisis (Nelson 159) and his confidence that they would
always be the ones leading this fight (Christofferson 303). The young people, who were
the same activists that were fighting to end the war in Vietnam, showed their support in
large numbers through mail, phone calls, and attendance to Nelson’s speeches
(Christofferson 303). However, Nelson strongly dismissed the ideas from some students
that Earth Day should be a “militant-style protest,” as he wanted the celebration to be
“peaceful” (Christofferson 304). Out of these enthusiastic young people, Nelson hired
Dennis Hayes, a Harvard graduate student to coordinate Earth Day events (Shulman and
Rogers 46). The office that Hayes ran served as a hub from which coordinators of Earth
Day across the nation could gain information; it offered “a list of activities being planned
by colleges, schools, and communities” to give these coordinators additional ideas as well
a list of information regarding the goals of the event (Christofferson 306). Hayes got in
touch with as many as 400 colleges to help plan their campus events, but 1,600 colleges
and over 10,000 public and private grade schools planned related events on their own
(Shulman and Rogers 46). Nelson says that Earth Day, as it occurred on such a wide
spread scale, was only possible because for the most part, “it organized itself” (qt.
Christofferson 305).
The news of Earth Day started to gain media attention before it even had the “Earth Day”
title that we know today. Much of the media claimed that environmental concerns were
edging to the top of people’s priority lists and that, unlike other issues of the past, the
environment was something that people from all walks of life were showing concern for,
and this was especially true for students (Christofferson 305-306). Steven Stoll, in his
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book U.S. Environmentalism since 1950, gave further credibility to these statements by
saying that “organizers of Earth Day included students who saw war and the decline of
the natural environment as linked to the same political and economic systems, both in
need of radical reform” (19).
The media were the first to propose the term “Earth Day” as an alternative name for
Nelson’s “Environmental Teach-In Day.” Nelson said he didn’t really care what the event
was called, but the rest of his staff chose “Earth Day” out of a list of other choices, such
as “Ecology Day” and “Environment Day,” that were given to them in sample
advertisements prepared by a New York advertising agency that agreed to design the
event’s ad pro-bono (Christofferson 307). This advertisement designed by the NY agency
ran in the Sunday edition New York Times and took up a full page. The ad included the
following statements:
“A disease has infected our country. It has brought smog to Yosemite, dumped
garbage in the Hudson, sprayed DDT in our food, and left our cities in decay. Its
carrier is man. Earth Day is a commitment to make life better, not just bigger and
faster; to provide real rather than rhetorical solutions. It is a day to re-examine the
ethic of individual progress at mankind’s expense. It is a day to challenge the
corporate and governmental leaders who promise change, but who shortchange
the necessary programs. It is a day for looking beyond tomorrow. April 22 seeks a
future worth living. April 22 seeks a future.” (Christofferson 306-307)
Nelson had collected contributions from large companies and foundations as well as from
individuals to help fund his project (Christofferson 303). He also donated all of his
honoraria money that he received from making speeches to the project, which altogether
totaled $18,000.00 raised for Earth Day (Christofferson 303). This may seem like a lot of
money, but when you look at the scale of the celebration that ended up taking place that
April 22, it is obvious that many of these celebrations were not funded by Nelson
himself, but rather through these individual event’s own resources. This is just one
example of how Earth Day “organized itself,” as Nelson has stated. It took a lot of people
coming together to make Earth Day happen, and it couldn’t have been done without these
schools, universities, and communities stepping up to the plate. Bill Christofferson, in his
biography of Gaylord Nelson that was written in corporation with Nelson himself, states:
“By late February [1970] the potential enormity of Earth Day began to dawn on
the national office [Environmental Teach-In Inc.]. It was becoming clear that
events and activities were being planned on a scale that no one had predicted.”
(307)
In his seventeen-stop speech tour leading up to Earth Day, Nelson made clear that the
issues of the environment “should be made a top priority, both for the people of the
United States and their leaders in government” (qt. Christofferson 308). On Earth Day,
the people proved that they were listening.
On a smaller scale, another man was planning his own version of Earth Day. John
McConnell spent most of his life trying to create awareness about the environmental
cause. He strongly believed in the idea that we are citizens of the Earth, not of specific
countries, and he created his own Earth Flag to symbolize this idea (Weir 105-106).
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Stemming from his creation of the Earth Flag, McConnell felt that there needed to be
another symbol of world unity and peace, so he came up with the idea of the Earth Day
holiday (Weir 126). After much thought, John decided that Earth Day should be held on
the vernal equinox of the northern hemisphere, because it has the majority of the people,
and on that day the “whole Earth will be in balance” (Weir 127). On March 21st, 1970,
McConnell presented his Earth Day idea at the National Conference of the U.S. National
Commission for UNESCO along with Cynthia Wayburn, whose father was the president
of the Sierra Club at that time (Weir 128-129). After their presentation, members of
Nelson’s “Environmental Teach-In” team approached John, and they encouraged him to
join their movement (Weir 129). However, John declined because he felt that they had
different goals, and he really wanted Earth Day to be celebrated on the vernal equinox
(Weir 130). John’s goals for Earth Day were slightly different than those of Gaylord
Nelson. McConnell’s vision catered to the entire world and his goal was a day to
represent global unity and the desire for peace. Nelson’s Earth Day was a day of action in
which the people of the United States could communicate their discontent with the
current state of the environment.
After the conference, McConnell began to spread the word about Earth Day, and he got
much of San Francisco (where he resided) and the surrounding area on board with his
project (Weir 132). However, legal troubles began once Nelson launched his Earth Day
advertisements. After some back and forth, both Nelson and McConnell agreed that they
would have two different Earth Days with different goals, but neither was very happy
about that solution, since it lead to a lot of confusion (Weir 140). This confusion is
exemplified by the fact that over the years, Earth Day has been celebrated on different
days and has even been printed on different dates in calendars (Weir 145). However,
most recently, it has become clear that the Earth Day that we hold as a national holiday is
that of Nelson, not McConnell. Nevertheless, the UN still holds McConnell’s equinox as
their official Earth Day celebration date, and every year on that date since 1971, the UN
peace bell has been rung in celebration and as a symbol of hope for the year to come
(Weir 147).
Gaylord Nelson and John McConnell present two different philosophies and approaches
to Earth Day; Nelson believes the purpose of Earth Day is to bring the environment into
national consciousness and therefore, the national agenda, whereas McConnell believes
Earth Day should be one that brings world peace into worldwide consciousness, because
world peace leads to conservation. In the years that Earth Day has been celebrated, from
1970 on, both of these Earth Day goals have been incorporated into different
celebrations, with Nelson’s vision being more integrated one year and McConnell’s the
next. How Earth Day has been celebrated throughout the years really depended on the
context in which the day fell, contingent on whether the country was at war or peace, who
was in presidential power, whether or not an environmental catastrophe has just occurred
months previously, etc. The following paragraphs will outline the events of Earth Day on
a national, and local level since its inception in 1970. Since this thesis was written with
the purpose of serving as a guide and place of reference for future planners of Earth Day
within the Penn State community, the following research focuses on this area and will be
more in depth and comprehensive than the national area of research. Primary source
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materials were used for the national research and are limited to the top newspapers in the
nation in terms of circulation and to the ability to access the archives. There is a lot more
information available about the history of the environmental movement available, but this
thesis has a focus on Earth Day specifically; the scope of the environmental movement
since the original Earth Day was too broad for this project. Therefore, only Earth Day, the
events directly related to it and major ecological advancements are included within this
timeline. A full list of articles from both Penn State and State College newspapers from
whence most of this research was gleaned is available in the appendix.
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Timeline: 1970 - Present
1970
Local
On Penn State campus, Earth Day was more than just one day; instead, it was celebrated
all week long. The main goal of Earth Week was to educate the Penn State and the local
community as to how their way of life was polluting the environment. The coordinator of
the event, Edward Beckwith, was quoted in the Daily Collegian as saying that “we hope
that by educating the community we can re-evaluate our priorities and begin to respect
our environment.” The first day of the event began with a speech by known
conservationist and U.S. Congressman John P. Saylor, which was held in the Hetzel
Union Building (known as the Hub). Later that same day, films, slides, and theatrical
presentations addressing the problem of pollution were held. On the morning of April
18th, the second day of the event, an interactive game was held in the Hub, which invited
students to design the layout for a town in order to make it the most environmentally
sustainable. Panel discussions were also held inside the Hub that afternoon and evening,
and the topics included: Air Resources, Water Resources, Solid Waste Disposal,
Transportation, Land-use Conflicts, and Environmental Health. Also on Saturday,
University research projects that pertained to problems in the environment were on
display and a tour of the Center for Air Environmental Studies was held. On Sunday,
many local churches had services that were based on environmental degradation. (Struck
April 3 1970)
On the national Earth Day observance, April 22, Milton J. Shapp, Raymond J Broderick,
and Robert P. Casey, candidates for governor of Pennsylvania all made speeches that
focused on what they would do for the environment if elected. All three spoke at different
times but at the same location, the Allen Street Gates (“Candidates to Talk Tomorrow”
3). A group of Penn State students also presented a presentation on pollution education at
the State College Area High School and on-campus, some professors (15%) agreed to
relate their coursework material on Earth Day to the same subject (“Candidates to Talk
Tomorrow” 3). Randolph Hester, the faculty coordinator for Earth Day and Tim Palmer,
a student coordinator, were upset that not more faculty were involved, because they
believed that “faculty cooperation is the only solution” to the goal of reaching every
single student on campus (qt. “Candidates to Talk Tomorrow” 3). True to what we now
see as the Earth Day tradition at Penn State, Palmer believed that the day should “be a
mixture of festivities and serious political discussion concerning the environment” (qt.
“Candidates to Talk Tomorrow” 3)
The College of Engineering also got in on the events with their sponsorship of “Pollution
on Stage,” a dialogue between students and faculty that included the topics of “water
pollution, noise pollution, and solid waste disposal” (Struck April 9 1970). Two seminars
in the Hub were also held and conducted by professors from various departments, entitled
“For the Earth, Innovations in Education,” and “For the Earth: Innovations in Action.”
Information tables were also set up in the Hub at the same time (Struck April 3 1970).
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An organization known as “Citizens for the Earth,” a predecessor to Eco-Action, ticketed
cars on campus with the violation of “polluting the environment” (Struck April 3 1970).
This same group also sold posters in the Hub that displayed original artwork from
students and faculty. The proceeds of this sale went to various environmental groups.
Folk song sessions and films were also held on Allen Street throughout the day, and they
PSU library even compiled a list of environmentally related books for those who were
interested on the subject. (“Candidates to Talk Tomorrow” 3)
One article closed with words from coordinator Edward Beckwith, who stated that he got
tremendous support from both the University and the State College Community, and he
believed that “there will be no excuse for people not to get involved once they know the
problems” (Stuck April 3 1970).
National
Across the nation, universities, schools, and communities took part in the observance of
Earth Day on April 22 1970, all in all totaling about 20 million Americans (Shulman and
Rogers 47). There were demonstrations, lectures, workshops, cleanups, parades, concerts,
speeches, games, and numerous other activities, all with the common goal of bringing
awareness to the problems within the environment. In Union Square in New York City,
about 100,000 people came to hear talks on the situation of the environment (Lelyveld
30). The mayor of New York, John Lindsey, kicked off the day by giving a speech that
drew parallels between the problems in the environment and the problems in Vietnam
(Lelyveld 30). Senator Nelson gave speeches at Indiana University, the University of
California in Berkley, and in the city of Denver (Christofferson 309). In West Virginia,
students picked up trash along the highway and then dumped it, five tons worth, in front
of the county courthouse (Shulman and Rogers 47). In Omaha Nebraska, high school
students displayed their heap of over 156,000 tin cans that they had collected from the
trash (Shulman and Rogers 47). In Owensboro Kentucky, public and private school
classes were suspended for a week “so pupils can pick up trash along highways and
attend lectures on pollution” (qt. “Schools Plan for Earth Day” 3). Senator Nelson
believed that the event was more successful than he could have ever hoped. In a New
York Times are entitled “Earth Day, Like Mother’s, Pulls Capital Together,” Nelson was
quoted as saying that “Conservatives were for it. Liberals were for it. Democrats,
Republicans, and Independents were for it.” (Robertson 30).
As for John McConnell’s Earth Day, the mayor of San Francisco endorsed Earth Day on
the vernal equinox and as a result, seedlings were distributed to school children and a
festival was held at the University of California Davis that turned the entire campus into a
“stage for drama and exhibitions with ecological themes.” This was all centered on
McConnell’s Earth Day idea, so it was held on March 15 through March 22, 1970. (Weir
131)
1971
Local
Not much was written locally about Earth Day in 1971. The only thing that appeared in
The Daily Collegian was a letter to the editor that was written anonymously. The letter
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stated that the Penn State Outing Club led a protest hike through an area where the Penn
Central Railroad had plans to build bridges. It said that if these plans were enacted, it
would “destroy some of the area’s natural beauty.” The author also expressed their
approval of the establishment of newspaper recycling bins, most likely by the group EcoAction, who is known for establishing recycling on campus this same year. (“Earth Week
1971” 2)
National
An article taken from the Associated Press, but printed in The Daily Collegian on April
16, 1971, stated that not much had been done since the first Earth Day to protect the
environment (“Earth Day – One Year Later” 5). However, the optimism that was created
after the first Earth Day was still in the air. The article also stated that a spokesperson for
the newly formed E.P.A. (created in December 2, 1970) “predicted a flurry of legal
actions in the coming months to force governments and industries to halt the dumping of
wastes into waterways” (qt. “Earth Day – One Year Later” 5). Many of these legal
actions that the E.P.A. referred to were proposed by Senator Nelson in January of 1971,
24 bills and resolutions to be exact (Christofferson 332). After Earth Day 1970, Nelson’s
Environmental Quality Education Act, which “expand[ed] programs and courses from
preschool through college and adult education,” was signed on October 30, 1970 by
President Nixon (Christofferson 330). Other achievements in the year since Earth Day
1970 included the disapproval of the Alaskan pipeline, the halting of the Florida Barge
Canal (in which 50 million dollars in federal monies had already been spent), and the
Clean Air Act. The fact that whether or not candidates for November’s political race had
an environmental agenda actually figured into voting this year as well; it had not really
been of much importance in the past (“Earth Week – No Vogue” 36). Senator Nelson
also propagated another Earth Week for this year, and President Nixon, who did not
acknowledge the first Earth Day, did so this time around (Hill 1). Once again,
participation in Earth Day events was predicted to be in the millions (Hill 1). Several
leaders, including Senator Nelson, released a joint statement which stated that Earth Day
1971 would be different from Earth Day 1970 because:
“It will be a time of low-key, locally oriented efforts with no national
coordination. This country is coming to understand the global dimensions of the
environmental crisis. What is needed now is a precise pinpointing of
environmental degradation, and tough-minded, long-term action to enhance the
quality of our lives.” (Hill 30)
Even though Earth Day 1971 was not a grand as Earth Day 1970, it didn’t mean that
people had lost their drive to make a difference. An educational officer of the Wilderness
Society, Douglas Scott, stated that “[the movement is] stronger than a year ago. We’ve
turned the corner in public awareness” (qt. Hill 30). Like the first Earth Day, schools and
communities organized various events to celebrate. Seattle organized a “bike day” event,
and at the University of Illinois, a “walk to work day” was executed (Hill 30).
1972
Local
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Earth Week 1972 at Penn State was mostly comprised of lectures from University
professors. There was at least one every day of the week and the topics ranged from
pesticides and health to religion and the environment. On Friday of Earth week, Pollock
Road was shutdown to cars so it could be used as a pedestrian mall to promote walking
instead of driving. (Grant 5)
However, in a letter to the editor in The Daily Collegian written that same day, the
students and university were criticized for becoming lackadaisical about Earth Week just
2 years after its inception in 1970 (“More than Words” 2). The author believed that more
advertising needed to be done to promote Earth Week, and that speeches were not enough
for a university that was so involved in Earth Week the first year.
National
In the year between Earth Day 1971 and 1972, the Clean Water Act was passed, despite a
presidential veto. The federal Environment Pesticide Control Act was also passed, which
greatened the authority of the federal government to enforce the regulation of pesticides.
(Christofferson 331)
On Earth Week itself, once again, activities and discussions were held. A conference
entitled “100 National Leaders Focus on Recycling” was held in New York City on the
Monday of Earth Week (Bird 93). Most of the discussion centered on the industry’s
resistance to pollution control and the necessity of more aggressive recycling measures.
An April 23 New York Times article stated that their seemed to be less people involved
in Earth Day as a whole this year, and that this lack of enthusiasm was attributed to the
fact that the Earth Day agenda was something that was put into practice every day of the
year rather than just on Earth Day (Hill 64). This theory was most exemplified at college
campuses: Carnegie-Mellon students were studying improved water supplies for rural
communities, the University of Michigan opened a large pesticide research center, and
the forest hydrology program of Penn State University was working on “revegetating
barren strip-mining spoil banks by fertilizing them with sewage-plant effluent.” However,
the same article also stated that some were starting to believe that Earth Day and Earth
Week have become superfluous and unnecessary. An interview with the head of the
League of Conservation Voters supported this thesis, as she stated, “the original purpose
[of Earth Day] was to wake people up, and that’s been accomplished” (qt. Hill 64)
1973
Local
On Wednesday April 18, 1973, a schedule of Earth Day events was printed in The Daily
Collegian; the schedule was as follows: 8:30am – 4:30pm Pollock Road closed to cars,
only bikes and pedestrians allowed, 1:00 bike tour provided by the Penn State Cycling
Club, 2:00-4:00 environmental films in the HUB, 9:00 pm a speech by Deputy Secretary
for Environmental Enforcement William Eichbaum in the Hub, and 12:00pm – 4:45 a
concert on the Hub Lawn. There was also no trash picked up from the Hub or Old Main
Lawns during this week to show the amount that would accumulate over this period of
time (“Earth Day Activities” 7). Stuart Udall, who was the Secretary of the Interior under
presidents Kennedy and Johnson, also spoke at the Hub on Thursday April 18th. His
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speech centered on the need for small scale and large-scale energy saving, and he praised
the new generation’s attitudes and efforts towards conservation. (Joyce 1). Eco-Action
sponsored this program as well as the other Earth Day/Week events, and John Kaminsky,
the president of Eco-Action, stated, “Earth Week will concentrate on stimulating interest
in ecological problems and appreciating the natural environment” (qt. “Earth Week Stars
Udall” 6).
National
There was hardly anything listed about Earth Day or Earth Week on a national scale in
newspapers, but there were a few articles written around the time of the holiday about the
environment and sustainability. These included articles on the energy crisis entitled
“Energy Crisis: In Question of New Sources” and “President Offers Policy to Advert an
Energy Crisis.” Both articles outlined the need for alternative sources of energy and
President Nixon’s plans for these alternatives. (Wilford 97; Cohen 1)
There was an additional article written in The New York Times about how families in
Wisconsin, the home state of Senator Gaylord Nelson, had planned on cutting down on
energy usage for Earth Day. These families, who volunteered to restrict their
consumption, stated that they couldn’t believe how much energy they used everyday, and
how much they took for it granted. Those who participated were invited to hear Senator
Nelson speak at the end of the Earth Day, and in this speech he urged the establishment
of a “National Energy Council [on alternative energy] and the creation of a 2.5 billion-ayear campaign to develop new energy sources.” (qt. “Energy Use Cut on Ecology Day
29)
1974
Local
The environmental group Eco-Action sponsored Earth Week on Penn State University’s
main campus in 1974. The schedule for the week was outlined in The Daily Collegian on
April 26th. It does not mention why Earth Week was held later in April than normal, so
we can only speculate as to why this was the case. The plan for Earth Week was as
follows: April 26, the film “Living Filter” in the Hub with a discussion afterwards, April
27, a cleanup of the Benner Pike at 9am, at 2pm, a mass bicycle rally, and on April 28, a
hike from the Hub Lawn to Mount Nittany (“The Burden of Pollution is on your
Shoulders” 7). Also this same day in The Daily Collegian, an article was printed about
the beginning of a food cooperative on campus to promote buying locally (“OTIS Food
Co-Op Opens” 7).
The next day, an editorial was printed in regard to the bike rally that was to be held later
that same day. The article urged the participation of students in this rally in order to get
the attention of the State College Borough and community and spread the message that
more needed to be done to promote bike riding around town. The article called for bike
lanes and more bike racks around the downtown area. (“Ride On!”)
National
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Like in 1973, the Earth Day fervor seemed to have died down by 1974. However,
headlines regarding environmental debates were not lacking. On April 14th, an extensive
story was printed about the question of strip mining in Florida. The article not only
pointed out the environmental costs of mining in this area, but it also included the costs to
the way of life for people who inhabited the Osceola National Forest in Florida (Reed
43). Just six days later on April 21st, another article was printed about the pros and cons
of mining in the area of Louisa, Virginia (Franklin 49).
The only other article that was found concerning Earth Day was one about the release of
a children’s environmental handbook entitled Save the Earth!. The review stated that the
book was very well suited for children, and it was both an educational and a how-to book
at the same time; it outlined the perils of the planet as well as offered suggestions about
what children could do to help. (Karlen 496)
1975
Local
No data was found on local celebrations of Earth Day 1975.
National
The celebration of Earth Day 1975 was not momentous enough to be mentioned in the
papers, on either a local or national scale. However, like previous years, many articles
about the environment were printed around this time. These headlines included: “How to
Control Pests without Pesticides,” “Food Day: Soy Burgers for Some,” “Review of
Policy on Water is Urged,” and “Clean-Air Orders Issued for City” (Peck 157; Dullea 52;
Hill 9; Severo 1).
1976
Local
Once again, for Earth Week 1976, a schedule of events was printed in The Daily
Collegian, and once again, the events were sponsored by Eco-Action. However, this year,
the focus was on “Earth Weekend” rather than a full week or more specifically “Earth
Day.” “Earth Weekend” was primarily lecture based, with many more lectures and
discussions than the previous year. The schedule for “Earth Weekend” 1976 was:
Saturday April 24, three different bike rides, Sunday April 25, the Sierra Club’s traveling
exhibit in the Hub ballroom, Professor of Geology’s Dr. Richard Parizek lecture entitled
“Coal and the Environment, What Cost Must We Bear?” in the Hub Assembly Room, a
film showing of “Multiply…and Subdue the Earth” in the Hub Assembly Room, and later
that day in the Assembly Room, another lecture entitled “Physical Technology Will Not
Solve Environmental Problems: We Must Change Our Behavior” by Dr. Peter Everett,
Professor of Man-Environment Relations. Also, there was a lecture from Dr. Maurice
Goddard, Secretary of Pennsylvania’s Department of Environmental Resources, entitled
“The Keystone State: Its Environment and You” in the Hub Assembly Room at 8:30 that
night. (“This Weekend Were Getting Down to Earth” 10)
Not outlined in The Daily Collegian’s advertisement for “Earth Weekend: but instead had
a full article dedicated to it was a presentation made by Sierra Club executive director
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Michael McCloskey on Friday April 23. The topic of his speech was the misuse of land
in America and the need for the protection of untouched spaces. (McKenna 10)
National
The mention of Earth Day appeared nationally in a small blurb from the associated press.
It announced that President Gerald Ford had proclaimed Earth Week on April 20th, and he
called on all Americans to “devote one day during this week to a significant activity
which improves our environment” (qt. Associated Press 57).
1977
Local
No data was found on local celebrations of Earth Day 1977.
National
Like the local reports, no news was found on the celebration of Earth Day 1977.
However, there were quite a few articles printed on the topics of environmental issues
around the same time as Earth Day. A transcript of President Carter’s address on the
energy problems of the nation was printed on April 19th. In this address, President Carter
outlined his plans to reduce the consumption of energy in the United States, both for
monetary and environmental reasons. He urged the American public to support him in his
goals for 1985. These goals were as follows:
“to reduce the annual growth rate in our energy demand to less than 2 percent, to
reduce gasoline consumption by 10 percent below its current level, to cut in half
the portion of United States oil which is imported, from a potential level of 16
million barrels to 6 million barrels a day, to establish a strategic petroleum reserve
of one billion barrels, more than six months’ supply, to increase our coal
production from about 2/3 to more than 1 billion tons a year, to insulate 90
percent of American homes and all new buildings, and to use solar energy in more
than two and one-half million houses.” (“Transcript of Carter’s Address to Nation
about Energy Problems” 24)
Not surprisingly, many articles were printed in response to the president’s new energy
plan, including one entitled “How to Save Energy and Keep a Sunny Disposition”
(Dullea 68).
Another article that was printed during this time was about the changes that other areas of
government were making in terms of environmental conservation. One such article was
“F.D.A. to Require Warning Label For Fluorocarbon in Aerosol Cans,” that highlighted
the F.D.A.’s decision to add a label to all food, drug, and cosmetic containers that read
“Warning: contains a chlorofluorocarbon that may harm the public health and
environment by reducing ozone in the upper atmosphere” (Associated Press 32).
1978
Local
No data was found on local celebrations of Earth Day 1978.
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National
Very little was written about the environment around the time of Earth Day 1978. The
“space race” had begun to take most of the attention and even the environmentally related
article that was found focused on space. This article was about the launch of a
thermometer into outer space to record the Earth’s temperature to “locate mineral
resources, monitor soil moisture, chart snowfields and detect ecological disturbances in
coastal waters” (Wilford B10).
1979
Local
No data was found on local celebrations of Earth Day 1979.
National
There was no mention of a national celebration of Earth Day 1979 that could be found.
However, there were two articles that were printed in The New York Times that were
environmentally related. On April 17th, an article entitled “In the Rain Forest, a Complex
and Threatened World” was printed, which outlined the importance of the rainforest ecosystem and the fact that much of it had been destroyed by man’s activities (Webster C1).
The other article, which was printed on Earth Day itself, highlighted a potential loss for
the protection of the Earth. It outlined the lawsuit that the state of Virginia filed against
the United States government over the surface mining regulations that were imposed in
1977 (“Virginia Suit Nears End” 19). These laws that were being brought into question
were originally imposed to protect the health of the people of Virginia and the health of
the Earth as well.
1980
Local
Earth Day 1980 on the Penn State University Park campus was a very large-scale event,
as it was the 10-year anniversary of the first Earth Day celebration. The event was
sponsored by Eco-Action, with the collaboration of other clubs such as the Outing Club,
the Agronomy Club, the Forestry Society, and also the Recreation and Parks Department
(Fischler 11). Eco-Action divided itself into sub-committees (Air, Land, Water) to run the
event (Fischler 13). One of the coordinators of the event, Lou Chiesa, said that its
purpose was to “show people the positive incremental steps they can take to make their
lifestyles more harmonious with the environment” (qt. Fischler 13). He also included the
fact that Earth Day 1980 was a “celebration” as opposed to the condemnation of “the
abuse of natural resources” that Earth Day 1970 was about (qt. Fischler 13). However,
Chiesa did not mean to criticize the event of 1970, as he said that he believed it brought
about many of the positive environmental changes that occurred within the past ten years
(Fischler 13). Another student who helped put on the event was quoted as saying that
“Earth Day ’80 will demonstrate that anyone can be an educator as well as be educated”
(qt. Fischler 11). The keynote speaker of the event was David Morris, the director of the
Institute for Local Self Reliance in Washington (Fishler 13). Morris said “citizens should
work together on a grassroots level to change their role from consumer to producer” (qt.
Fischler 13). There were many professors who gave speeches on various topics
throughout the three-day celebration as well, including: “The implications of Waste
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Utilization for Energy Production,” “Acid Rain,” “Low Energy Agriculture,” “Organic
Gardening,” “Environmental Ethics,” and “Food Distribution” (Fischler 11). Other
activities included: a workshop that practiced “sensitivity exercises that explored personal
relationships with the environment” (Fishler 11), an interpretative nature walk, a 5-mile
“Run for Fun” to clean up the environment, food tasting, performances, and a vegetarian
potluck (Fischler 11; Boyer 1). Over 40 different campus and community organizations
also had booths on the Hub lawn that people could stop by as the performances took
place. The members of Eco-Action also talked about environmentalism to seventeen
different classes within the State College Area School District during the week. (Boyer 1)
It was estimated that around 3,500 students and community members participated in the
activities, which was considered a great turnout. Eco-Action credited local businesses and
the State College Municipal Council with the monetary and product donations that helped
the event achieve success. Members of Eco-Action also stressed that the event was
catered toward everyone, not just environmentalists. (Boyer 1)
National
Most of the national articles that were written about Earth Day 1980 had to do with the
accomplishments of the first Earth Day and the unsure future of the environment that the
anniversary of Earth Day 1980 brought to light. Some of accomplishments of 1970 that
were listed in these articles were: the fact that environmental concerns had become
institutionalized and were now an integral factor in governmental decisions, that ecology
was now being taught in schools across the nation, that the Environmental Protection
Agency had become one of the largest Federal regulatory entities, that the Council of
Environmental Quality had become “a governmental fixture,” that environmental issues
now played a big part in political elections, that “national opinion surveys constantly
showed substantial public desire for environmental improvement, even at appreciable
cost,” that most large corporations now had to have an environmental division to conduct
environmental impact assessments, the enactment of the Clean Air Act, the Occupational
Safety and Heath Act, the Water Pollution Act, and the Endangered Species Act, the fact
that DDT residues in human tissue were declining, and that fish and other aquatic life
were returning to waterways that had been severely polluted (“The Ground is Shifting
Under Earth Day” A18; Farrell A18; Hill A17).
However, with this increased awareness of the plight of the environment and the
increased public interest in solving these problems, many more areas of concerns had
surfaced. For example, there was now an increased knowledge of the dangers of acid
rain, nuclear waste, the greenhouse effect, and ozone depletion (Chicago Tribune A2).
There was also the concern of what was known as the counter-environmentalism
movement, in which businesses and economists were lobbying against environmental
changes because of the costly toll they were taking in terms of dollars spent (The New
York Times A18). Despite these setbacks, many of these articles still expressed the
hopeful idea that Earth Day 1980 would remind the public that, although they had
achieved many great environmental successes, there was still much work to be done.
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The actual celebrations across the country of the day were numerous, and one article
expressed the belief that more people attended this year than during the first Earth Day
(Smolowe B3). In New York City, the Avenue of Americans, from 42nd to 52nd streets,
was closed from 11:30am to 2:30pm. During this time, musicians took to the streets and
t-shirts and buttons that read “Don’t Let the Earth Get Out of Hand” were sold, as well as
natural and organic food and drink. Seeds were also planted at Floyd Bennett Field in
Brooklyn by over 250 schoolchildren. (Smolowe B3). In Washington, about 500 people
biked to work, and in Connecticut, there was a parade that consisted of non-oil propelled
vehicles (Smolowe B3). In Denver Colorado, over 1,000 trees and bushes were planted
(Slade and Ferrell E8) and in Chicago, zoos, governmental agencies, and park districts
staged events across the city (Burko C5).
1981
Local
The one article that was written about Earth Day 1981 stated that Eco-Action’s former
Earth Day event was now going to be incorporated into the new university festival that
was set to replace “Gentle Thursday.” This new festival was to “present a diversity of
arts, music, and dance” as well as have a “social issue” aspect to it. Several student
organizations, including Eco-Action, were planning the event, and from the article, it was
still unclear as to when it would take place, although the groups speculated that it would
probably occur sometime in early May. (Allison 20).
National
The only environmentally related article that could be found around the time of Earth
Day was one that centered on acid rain. This article, entitled “Acid Rain Storm Builds
Across Canada,” highlighted the affects that acid rain was having on Canadian aquatic
life and the tensions that were building in Canadian-U.S. relations because of it. Officials
in Canada had found that the source of their acid rain mainly came from the coal-fired
power plants of the American Midwest, and many were demanding that the United States
do something to reduce their emissions. However, the problem of acid rain in America
was not getting as much attention as it was in Canada, so it was unclear as to whether
anything would be done in the near future. (Cohn A01).
1982
Local
No data was found on local celebrations of Earth Day 1982.
National
The only article that was found in major national newspapers on the topic of Earth Day
1982 was one from The New York Times that focused on a rally that was held over the
proposed “Bottle Bill” in the state of New York. Two marches that began on April 1st
from separate corners of the state met on April 22nd, at the capital. These marchers
wanted to show their support for a bottle bill that would encourage consumers to return
their glass bottles to the store from which they were purchased due to a 5-cent deposit
charge. However, despite the support shown here on the 12th anniversary of Earth Day,
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many still opposed the bill citing the fact that it would drive the prices of bottles up.
(Barbanel B1)
1983
Local
No data was found on local celebrations of Earth Day 1983.
National
The main environmental news surrounding Earth Day 1983 was a crisis at the E.P.A., in
which all top administration was replaced due to the lack of regulation and control over
toxic waste sites. Because of this, it was determined that public concern over the
environment had increased significantly; 58% of people agreed that “protecting the
environment is so important that requirements and standards cannot be too high and
continuing environmental improvements must be made, regardless of the cost,” whereas
only 45% agreed with the same statement in September of 1980. Many people blamed the
Reagan administration for this lack of oversight in the dumping of toxic wastes, and after
two years of virtual silence on the environmental issue, he was forced to make serious
commitments to the health of the environment after the situation with the E.P.A.
(Shabecoff B5)
1984
Local
No data was found on local celebrations of Earth Day 1984.
National
On the national front, the environmental news was centered on the loss of fervor behind
the environmental movement during the later part of the Reagan Administration.
Membership to clubs like the Sierra Club and the National Audubon Society increased
significantly after Reagan appointed James Watt as Interior Secretary and Anne Burford
as administrator of the E.P.A., as both were criticized heavily for their lack of concern for
the environment. However, after both were removed from their positions, some of these
environmental groups began to see a declined interest, as the need to act was lessened.
However, other groups reported that they did not see a decline in their membership
because they believed that their members knew that the threat to the environment was far
from being quelled. (Shabecoff 9)
1985
Local
Eco-Action celebrated the 15th anniversary of Earth Day by sponsoring their own event,
something they wanted to bring back after a several year hiatus. The event’s coordinator,
Darlene Snow, said the purpose of the event was “to get a feel for Mother Earth again, to
show respect and appreciation” (qt. Brown 4). Snow also mentioned that the budget for
Earth Day was very small, and most of the money for the event came from the recycling
center established by Eco-Action in the Beaver Stadium parking lot (Interview). She said
the turnout was great, with about 2,000 people in attendance throughout the weekend
(Interview). A list of the events was as follows: on Saturday, the movie “Silkwood,”
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which was about the dangers of nuclear power was shown in the Hub, on Sunday, a film
about acid rain in Canada, “Requiem or Recovery,” was shown in the Hub, Professor
Paul Todd gave a speech about “Nuclear War as an Ecological Issue” in the Hub as well,
and on the lawn itself, various bands performed while listeners were encouraged to join
in on the sustainable potluck that took place. Also on the Hub Lawn, t-shirts could be
silk-screened with the Earth Day logo for only 25 cents, and pine tree seedlings could be
purchased for a small amount as well. (Brown 4)
National
There was no mention of any celebrations for the 15th anniversary of Earth Day in major
national newspapers, including The New York Times, The Philadelphia Inquirer, and the
Chicago Tribune. However, there were a few articles about the environment as a whole
printed around this time. One such article, entitled “Koch Declares an Emergency on
Water Use,” highlighted the imposed mandatory restrictions on water use in New Work
City due to a drought (Purnick 1). Another article, entitled “Jersey City Landfill Still
Burning Issue,” expressed the concerns of residents over a landfill that had been burning
for over 30 years. On Earth Day, residents held a rally near the landfill to draw more
attention to the problem, although the site still ranked very low on the nation’s Superfund
priority list (Yousoufian NJ14).
1986
Local
No data was found on local celebrations of Earth Day 1986.
National
The only environmentally based article that could be found around the time of Earth Day
was one related to the debate over the United States national forests. Under the National
Forest Management Act of 1976, “long-range, forest-by-forest management blueprints”
were required, but they were just now being drawn up in 1986. The plans had to include
“how much timber cutting will be allowed, where oil and gas drilling may take place,
what roads should be built, and what lands should be set aside to remain wild.” However,
both conservationists and those who hoped for more economic development in the area
were unhappy with the plans. Conservationist wanted more land to be preserved, and
those who promoted economic development thought that too much land was being
preserved. The author of the article expressed the concern that it would take a long time
before these plans could be finalized, due to the contention on both sides of the debate.
(Petersons A22)
1987
Local
Penn State’s Earth Day 1987, sponsored by Eco-Action, focused largely on radiation and
radioactive waste, but the event’s activities were not limited to this topic. The event took
place on the weekend of April 4th and 5th, much earlier in the month than usual. On
Saturday, the Eco-Action recycling center opened for the spring. On the second and
fourth Saturday of each month, the center accepted glass and flattened aluminum. Most
of the events were to be held Sunday on the Hub Lawn. These included speakers (July
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Johnsrud, radiation activist – “Radiation is Coming to Your Back Yard,” Molly Rush,
peace activist – “Non-Violence and Conscience in the Nuclear Age,” and Nancy Parks,
Sierra Club – “Acid Rain in Pennsylvania”), a Tai Chi demonstration, games, stories
from the Penn State Storytellers, an interactive folk dancing lesson from the Interlandia
Folk Dancers, and a performance from folk singer Fred Small, entitled “Songs for a
Changing World.” However, a lot of these events were cancelled due to bad weather. One
event that was not cancelled was “Alice in Blunderland,” a musical satire that centered on
radiation and its effects on the environment that was performed in the Paul Roberson
Cultural Center. The author of the article that highlighted these events said that Earth Day
1987 was meant for local families and students alike. (Roach 3, 9)
National
The only news that was to be found in the aforementioned major national newspapers
was an article in The Philadelphia Inquirer about an outdoor club that took it upon
themselves to clean up a large part of the Lebanon State Forest in Pennsylvania in honor
of Earth Day. After only an hour, the club had collected 10, 30-gallon trash bags of
garbage and by the end of the day, about 5 tons of garbage and 20, 30-gallon bags of
recyclables had been collected. The group cited that the main reasons for the trash
problem was the lack of municipal trash collection in a nearby county, which made the
forest a cheap and convenient dumping site. (Simmons B01)
1988
Local
No information was printed in the newspapers about Earth Day 1988, but a flyer and
budget from the event were found in the Eco-Action archives. The flyer gave little
information, except for the fact that the event was sponsored by Eco-Action. The budget
included fees for movie rental equipment, performing arts, and speakers. The budget also
included expenses for an advertisement in The Daily Collegian, but this advertisement
could be found.
National
One environmentally related article that was found in The Philadelphia Inquirer was
about Radnor Township’s Earth Day cleanup. The League of Women Voters and the
Parks and Recreation Department of Radnor sponsored the event. The event took place
last year as well, and the organizers of the cleanup were hoping that as many volunteers
from last year would show up again this year. Last year, the Little League, Boy and Girl
Scouts, and Villanova University students participated in the cleanup, and over 7,500
tons of garbage was collected. (Sama M32)
1989
Local
No data was found on local celebrations of Earth Day 1989.
National
A two-sided flyer was found on the events of Earth Day 1989. The goal of thia particular
event mentioned in the flyer was to “stop Exxon, Dupont, GM, and other multinational
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corporations responsible for ozone depletion, the greenhouse effect, and other deadly
pollution.” This event was a part of an international demonstration that demanded a
“100% phase-out of CFC’s within one year, drastic reductions of emissions and
greenhouse gases, and an end to the toxic pollution of our air and water.” It was set to
take place on Earth Day at the Exxon/Dupont Plaza in New York City, and then there
would be a march to the UN, and a rally held there. This flyer was found among the EcoAction files, and it’s unclear whether or not anyone from the group or Penn State
attended. The rally and march were spurred by the Exxon-Valdez oil spill that occurred
on March 24th that same year. An article in The Philadelphia Inquirer stated that more
than 2,500 demonstrators gathered for this event and actors Morgan Fairchild and Ed
Begley Jr. attended as well (United Press International A09). In a The New York Times
article, printed the day after the rally was held, it said that about 200 protesters were
arrested and one was injured (Pace B1). This same article also highlighted an Earth Day
Jamboree that was held in Central Park, where more than 750,000 people gathered for
festivities, which included songs and speeches. These celebrators, along with volunteers
for the event, were very good about picking up all their trash, the article said, which was
something that environmentalists were criticized for in the past. However, some damage
was done to the fences around the park because people were climbing them, and the grass
was damaged due to the amount of foot traffic. (Pace B1)
1990
Local
I conducted an interview with Tania Slawecki who coordinated the Earth Day 1990
events. Slawecki is now a research assistant at Penn State, and she was the head of the
Center for Sustainability for many years prior. Although it had a great turnout and many
activities were planned, the event received no attention in the press. Slawecki stated that
Eco-Action had a lot of student involvement at that time, so they were able to divide the
club into sub-committees to help organize the event. Also, people from all over the state
came to the celebration, as it was catered to both students and families of the local
community. Slawecki added that the event included speakers on the Hub Lawn as well as
indoors, a huge Earth cake, Earth beach balls being tossed among the crowds, children’s
activities, a presentation from Shaver’s Creek, and much more. In terms of fundraising,
she said that many local businesses donated to the event, and the students applied and
received money from the university as well. Vendors were also at the event, and they
were charged a nominal fee to participate. Slawecki concluded with saying that the event
was very successful and it provided a great opportunity for students to interact with the
community and for everyone to learn about the problems of the environment.
National
There were a lot more articles written about Earth Day 1990 than any other Earth Day
before. One article written in The New York Times outlined how much Earth Day had
grown since its beginning in 1970. It said that Earth Day 1990 was celebrated in over
3,600 communities in the United States and in over 140 other countries. The event had 20
staff members and a board of 150 directors who used different marketing techniques to
raise over 3 million dollars for the celebration. These staff and board members said that
the goal of Earth Day 1990 was “to open a decade of increased environmental awareness
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around the world” (qt. Strom 26). Dennis Hayes, one of the original members of the Earth
Day 1970 event, was the chairman of Earth Day 1990. (Strom 26)
In Hollywood, more than 200 celebrities paid $500-$1000 per person to have dinner at
Maple Drive Restaurant in Beverly Hills to support an “environmental initiative in
California” that was to be put to vote that November. At the event, Morgan Fairchild,
Jane Fonda, and Candice Bergen, among others, watched the ABC television show
“Earth Day Special,” which scored higher in ratings than any other show on TV that same
night. The celebrities also listened to many speeches on “recycling and conservation,”
which were given by Robin Williams, Meryl Streep, Kevin Costner, Dustin Hoffman,
Barbara Streisand, and Bette Midler. (Reinhold A16)
In an article printed by The Philadelphia Inquirer, the author stated that
Environmentalism is the new “chic cause,” which is bringing many celebrities and
companies to its following, especially fashion companies, which the article highlighted
(Campbell C01).
Some of the events that took place around the world for Earth Day included “a trashpicking trek up Mount Everest in Nepal, a 500-mile human chain across France, a
gathering of space travelers at the United Nations, an eco-fair on a landfill island in
Japan, and a roadway lie-down in Italy to protest car fumes” (McFadden A1).
In New York City, not only did protesters hit the streets, but the largest crowd ever to be
seen in Central Park also gathered to hear bands and speakers (Lyall B12). In Oak Ridge,
Tennessee, demonstrators in “white death masks” rallied at the gates of a nuclear
weapons plant, in Baltimore, an international tree-planting ceremony took place, and in
Ann Arbor Michigan, the E.P.A. unveiled a line of cars that would run on alcohol (The
Inquirer Wire Services A01). In Philadelphia, around 75,000 people celebrated in the
Memorial Hall of Fairmount Park, where booths had information on solar energy,
recycling, backpacking, and pollution free SEPTA buses, as well as petitions that were
ready to sign (Wiegand and Gammage A01). Also in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Governor Casey walked to work in an “attempt to lead Pennsylvanians to a cleaner
environment” (Zausner B01).
President Bush commemorated the day by stating that he “would push for a ruling by the
International Maritime Organization in London that the waters within 10 miles of the
[Florida] Keys be designated a protected zone to be avoided by big ships” (qt. The
Inquirer Wire Services A01).
1991
Local
No data was found on local celebrations of Earth Day 1991.
National
As they did the previous year, Earth Day-goers celebrated at Fairmount Park in
Philadelphia again in 1991. The fair included events like starting a worm farm for
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composting, speeches by Lt. Governor Mark Singel and Pennsylvania Environmental
Council Director of Research and Education Hollister Knowlton, taste testing the recipes
of the nutrition group Cooking for Consciousness, and taking home Earth Day t-shirts
and pine seedlings (Kadaba B02). Another Earth Day tradition in Philadelphia was
cleaning up the city parks, one that was so successful the year before that over 90 tons of
trash was collected over a period of five weeks. The event was scheduled to kick off
again on Earth Day 1991, with over 61 parks and historic sites on the agenda (Chastain
C01).
In Jenkintown, Pennsylvania, students from the high school hiked from the school to
Willow Grove Park to showcase their performance art with ecological themes, which
included a “homemade oil spill, a trail of 25 plastic water containers on a string,” and a
turtle in a pond filled with deflated balloons (Holmes B03). In Washington DC, around
100 people rallied in front of the Capitol urging the President and Congress to slow
logging in national forests, and in San Francisco, over 200 people cleaned up the beach
(Associated Press A02). In Sayville New York, a Long Island community, around 20,000
visitors were expected to participate in the town’s Earth Day events, which included a
street fair, a bicycle rally, a canoe tour, and a Family Innovation Contest, which
“highlighted changes that families in the region have made in their households to benefit
the environment” (Saslow L11).
An article in The New York Times stated that consumers across America were showing
their support for Earth Day by demanding more environmentally friendly products, as
sales for these goods were on the rise (Lautenberg A17). However, it also warned that
consumers needed to make sure that these items that claim to be better for the
environment actually are, and not be fooled by companies that are just trying to appeal to
their wants.
1992
Local
Although no articles were found about local Earth Day 1992 celebrations, a copy of a
flyer was found amongst Eco-Action’s files. This flyer was for Eco-Palooza, an event
that Eco-Action decided to have instead of Earth Day for the next few years so it would
not have to compete with the other outdoor concerts and events of the spring. Eco-Action,
the University Student Government Department of Environmental Affairs, Penn State
Pro-Solution, and the Penn State Lunar Society sponsored the event. The flyer said that
the goal of the event was to educate attendees on how they could make individual
changes that would benefit the environment. It included a recycling relay, an American
Gladiators-themed game played with recyclable materials, free hot chocolate to those
who brought their own mug, environmentally friendly prizes, and bands.
National
Earth Day 1992 sparked a political debate within the presidential race: Who’s greener,
President Bush or Bill Clinton? In an Earth Day speech at Drexel University, Governor
Clinton criticized President Bush’s environmental record and made promises of
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environmental commitments if he were elected (Seeyle A01). Obviously, the issue over
the environment was something that would play a big role in the upcoming election.
In another article proving that the original cause of Earth Day had not been lost, many
celebrations were held across the country. In New York City, the Central Park Zoo held
Earth Day activities for children, an Eco-Festival was held at the Theater for New York
City that included multicultural music, drama and dance as well as environmental
workshops, there was a concert at the South Street Seaport Museum with speakers from
the Nature Conservancy and Earth Day New York, an ecology walk in Prospect Park, a
tree planting event in Forest Park, an urban tree house made from trash and recyclables at
the Children’s Museum of Manhattan (“Protecting the Planet” C30), a Green Earth Expo
at the New York Botanical Gardens, and a Planting Party at Wave Hill and Riverdale
Park (“Events” C11). In Massachusetts, the Pioneer Institute and Governor William Weld
kicked off “a competition for innovative ideas to solve environmental problems” and
offered $25,000 in rewards for the best ideas. In West Virginia, Governor Gaston
Caperton announced a program that would establish collection centers for motor oil
around the state. (Associated Press A24) And in Philadelphia, an article stated that more
businesses participated in the events held in Fairmount Park than ever before (Detjen
B02).
1993
Local
Like the year before, Eco-Action, in coordination with the University Student
Government Branch of Environmental Affairs and the Penn State Lunar Society, hosted
Eco-Palooza in the winter of 1993. According to the purchase orders from that event, at
least three different bands played. Notes from the event also mentioned that there were
games, prizes, slideshows, and booths for environmentally related student groups.
National
In lieu of Earth Day 1993, many articles appeared congratulating President Clinton for
his efforts in the environmental cause. One such article, entitled “A Greener, Cleaner
President,” outlined the president’s Earth Day speech in which he “pledged specific steps
to address the threat of global warming and promised to sign an international treaty
protecting rare and endangered species” (qt. “A Greener, Cleaner President” A34).
On Earth Day in New York City, Australian band Midnight Oil played at the Ritz; the
group Concerts for the Environment presented the show, and it raised money for
“educational materials that promote environmental awareness and activity” (Pareles
C13). In Philadelphia, on South Street, a two-day Mother Earth Days festival was held to
celebrate both Earth Day and Mother’s Day, in which over 150 artisans participated
(Myette 47).
Many Earth Day related television shows also aired in honor of Earth Day, including
“Earth and the American Dream” on HBO, “Earth Keeping” on PBS, “Plan It for the
Planet” on Nickelodeon, and “Celebrating the Earth Under the Umbrella Tree” on Disney
(Washington Post F12).
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1994
Local
Eco-Palooza was held again this year, and it included activists/musicians Robert Hoyt
and Dana Lyons. It was held earlier in the year, in October rather than December, as it
had been in previous years. This was deduced from a flyer that was found in the EcoAction files.
National
Like the year before, New York City hosted a myriad of Earth Day events, with a specific
focus on cleanups. In Central Park and Prospect Park, Captain Planet helped children
pick up trash, paint lampposts, and weed, and all participants received a Captain Planet
ring. In Riverside Park, work gloves, trash bags, and tools were provided to those who
helped sweep, rake, and pick up trash. (Leimbach C14)
Gaylord Nelson, who is credited as the founder of Earth Day, was interviewed on the
day’s 24th anniversary, in which he expressed his concerns with the growing population
of the world and the United States and remarked that the battle that he forged in 1970 is
far from over (Cass G01).
1995
Local
Eco-Palooza was held again in 1995, but this time the co-sponsors were Amnesty
International and the University Student Government, as the event’s focus was on the
human and environmental rights crises in Burma and Thailand. The event was held in
October inside the Hub and it featured speakers from the Mon Land Restoration Council
of Burma, an African dance workshop presented by the student group NOMMO, and
bands that included the headliners Andes Manta and the Earthtones. Again, this was
deduced from flyers and notes that were found in the Eco-Action archives.
National
As 1995 marked the 25th anniversary of Earth Day, much was found in the media about
the event. To celebrate the event, the United States Postal Service issued four stamps out
of over 150,000 total entries that were designed by children (Landweber B11). In
Chicago, a class of sixth graders marched around their school in an Earth Day protest
styled to emulate that of the protests of 1970 (Cascio 4). In Washington DC, over
100,000 people protested at the capital over the fear that there would be “a broad rollback
of environmental protection laws.” President Clinton and Vice President Gore had
pledged that they would do everything to protect the environment, but it seemed that
many Americans remained skeptical (Knutson A03, Gore E17). In Boston, around 80,000
people attended a six-hour Earth Day concert in which solar powered electronics were
displayed. In New Jersey, “Bell Atlantic Mobile unveiled a recycling program in which
cellular phone users can turn in used phone batters at Bell Atlantic stores” where they
would be recycled, and in Oregon, over 3,000 people cleaned up illegal dump sites. Even
Disneyland got in on the action, as they gave the first 40,000 visitors on Earth Day free
buttons made with recycled materials. (Neergaard A03)
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In New York City, people participated in a “Parade for the Planet” that took place on the
Avenue of the Americans, and the New York Team Clean and Green project was
launched, in which volunteers would clean up exceptionally dirty areas of the city for the
following three months (Leimbach C29).
Many articles were also printed with the concern that the grassroots movement that
characterized Earth Day 1970 was being taken over by the government and big business.
These articles expressed the desire to get Earth Day back to its roots and not have it
become just another event run by corporations (Wasserman E16; Fried D01; Easterbrook
A31).
1996
Local
Eco-Action hosted an Earth Day celebration on the Hub Lawn this year on the Sunday
before Earth Day from noon to 9pm. The goal of the event was to “spread environmental
awareness throughout the community” (qt. Schumacher 3A). The coordinator of the
event, Ryan Kremp, expected about 2,000 people and stated that the theme was
sustainability (Schumacher 3A). There were about 40 information booths set up on the
lawn and the following events took place: bands, an African dance workshop, a drum
circle, poetry readings from winners of a children’s poetry contest, and a presentation by
James Duke, who spoke on the importance of plants to the development of medicine
(Schumacher 3A). In order to engage young students from the community, a poster
contest was held within the local schools and the winning design was printed on the Earth
Day t-shirts (Dana Mock).
Also on Saturday as well as Sunday, Shaver’s Creek Environmental Center hosted a lot
of Earth Day events. The programs included those on trees, fish conservation, snakes,
birds of prey, amphibians, insects, wetlands, wildflowers, turtles and a children’s nature
walk (Kim 1A). The director of the raptor center at Shaver’s Creek, John Drummond,
said that the purpose of the event was to “have people come out and reconnect with
nature…they’ll learn causing harm to the environment is hurting themselves” (qt. Kim
1A).
The Penn State Center for Sustainability also hosted Circleville Farm’s Day of
Sustainability on Sunday, in which music, singing, poetry, dance, and homemade foods
comprised the event (Schumacher 3A). Eco-Action also hosted Eco-Palooza in October
1996, which is known because a flyer from the event was found in the Eco-Action files.
National
Much different from the year before, hardly anything was printed about the activities that
the nation participated in for Earth Day 1996. However, a few articles were written about
the environment around April 22nd. This included an article entitled “Clinton Says the
Protection of Sterling Forest a Priority.” The Sterling Forest is a privately owned area of
land mostly in the state of New York that is a major source of drinking water for New
Jersey. (Fisher B5) Another article, entitled “G.O.P Moderates in House Face Dilemma
on Wildlife Bill,” outlined the proposed bill that was coming to vote that would make “it
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harder for the Fish and Wildlife Service to limit recreation and hunting on Federal
wildlife refuges” (Cushman A18).
1997
Local
The big highlight of Eco-Action’s 1997 Earth Day celebration was a speech by Green
Party presidential candidate Ralph Nader (Cheng 1A). In his speech, Nader said,
“colleges and universities are fertile ground for environmental reform because they have
their own media and gathering places” (qt. Cheng 1A). On the Hub Lawn that same day,
Mayor Bill Welch spoke, children’s poetry contest winners read their winning entries,
African dance and drumming was presented by NOMMO, and local bands played (Cheng
1A). To raise money for the event, Eco-Action applied for funds from the university and
sold mugs and t-shirts (Dana Mock). Eco-Action also held an Earth Mass on Old Main
Lawn later in the week that included a peace pole ceremony and a vigil. (Lebzelter A1).
Cleanups were held at Black Moshannon State Park, Greenwood Furnace State Park, and
Elk Creek Stream (Cheng 1A).
National
In light of Earth Day 1997, a debate sparked over Environmental Education in schools;
some believed that it’s biased that 31 states required schools to incorporate environmental
concepts into their curriculum. However, those who supported the requirement were
equally upset that it was question. (Cushman A10)
Another article relating to the environment that was printed around the same time
involved Global Warming and the evidence that is building up to support it (Stevens C3).
Some information was also printed about the holiday’s activities, especially within the
Philadelphia area. These included: a 5k sponsored by the Clean Air Council, a nature
festival complete with storytellers, a petting zoo, gardening, and nature walks, a
“Children’s Earth Day Forest” of life-sized tress and animals made by local
schoolchildren, a Sierra Club sponsored event in Fairmount Park that included hiking,
biking, a free lunch, nature walks, children’s activities, and a folk concert, and a Flower
and Garden Festival at Peddler’s Village (Klein 39).
1998
Local
Eco-Action Earth Day was held on the Hub Lawn again this year, however, due to
construction within the Hub, there was no rain contingency plan that usually moved the
celebration to inside the Hub, so much of the festivities took place in the rain. Because of
this, the turnout was not as good as it had been in previous years. The $20,000 budget for
the event came from requested funding from the university as well as donations from
different college deans. Eco-Action decided to extend their celebration to a weeklong
series of events in order to reach as many people as possible, and they also tried work
with different organizations than they had in past years. (Brad Nahill)
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The keynote speaker for the main event that was held on the Hub Lawn was David
Bower, former Sierra Club director and founder of the League of Conservation Voters,
Friends of the Earth, and the Earth Island Institute; the 85 year old Bower was most noted
for bringing the membership of the Sierra Club from 2,000 members in 1952 to 77,000 in
1969 and for being an expert mountain climber as well. The main message of his speech
entitled “The Global CRP Program – Conservation, Preservation, and Restoration” was
the need for environmental groups to care less about their image and return to their roots.
He also talked about the problem of urban sprawl that was characterizing America.
Although the turnout wasn’t great, those who were there endured extreme rain and mud
to listen to what Bower had to say. The other events that Eco-Action held throughout the
week included: a presentation on “The Ecological Benefits of Hemp” by the Penn State
Chapter of the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws, a speech
entitled “The Politics of Population Growth on the Environment” by former legislator and
E.P.A. official Peter Kostmayer, a “Sustainability Day” that included a potluck lunch,
drum circle, peace pole ceremony, and a “Critical Mass” bike ride, a discussion about the
Western Shoshone Reserve headed by Johnnie Bobb and Bonnie Eberhardt, and an Arbor
Day tree planting. (Hannah 5A)
National
There was a lot of news surrounding politics and the government on this Earth Day 1998.
One such example of this was an article about an Earth Day speech that President Clinton
made from the Appalachian Trail in which he appealed to congress (mostly Republican
based) to take a greater stance on improving the environment. More specifically, he asked
them to release funds to “add 10 national and historic sites to the federal list, to buy up
the last 33 miles of unprotected land to finish the Appalachian Trail, and to approve his
request to restore national parks over the next five years with a budget of 1 billion
dollars” (Sobieraji A12). However, many from congress, especially sub-committee
chairman Ralph Regula complained that too much money was being spent on acquisition
and not enough on maintaining properties that the government already owned. (Sobieraji
A12; “Clinton Hits G.O.P. on the Environment” A18; “Environment Stalling in
Congress” A26)
Also on the political front, Governor George Pataki of New York gave an Earth Day
speech in which he declared that he would expand a cleanup of the Hudson River over
the next 10 years and that the state would buy and protect more than 1,000 acres of land
in the Pine Barrens region of Long Island (Goodnough B5).
One article did mention other Earth Day events besides politically charged speeches, and
that article, entitled “Nature Center to Host Earthfest,” outlined the activities at the
Schaumburg District in Chicago’s 12-acre Nature Center. The activities for the event
included a scavenger hunt, food, music, games, face painting, seedling planting, worm
farm building, and a collection for recycling old crayons, videotapes and audio cassettes.
(Scott 3)
1999
Local
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Eco-Action hosted another large and successful Earth Day celebration on the Hub Lawn
in 1999, despite cold temperatures. About 5,000 people were expected to attend the event
and activities were hosted for students, community members, and children (Zeiber April
16, 1999). The goal of the event was to “celebrate Mother Earth and educate the public
on environmental issues” (Zeiber April 16, 1999). Some of the day’s events included
performances from the bands Buckwheat Zydeco from Louisiana, the Earthtones, and
Clubber, a children’s art and poetry competition for local elementary school students, a
performance from the African dance troupe NOMMO, a display of a CATA bus that was
parked on the lawn with information about natural gas vehicles and mass transit, as 90%
of CATA’s vehicles at that time ran on natural gas, a live tiger and mountain lion brought
from T&D’s Cats of the World, toy making from recycled materials, organic juicing, and
a speech from environmental lawyer John Schlichtmann (Zeiber April 19, 1999).
Schlicktmann was played by John Travolta in a movie about the case that he led against
two large companies in Woburn, Massachusetts, who were accused of contaminating the
water supply with trichloroethylene, a chemical that causes cancer (Cheng 1A). He talked
about the struggles he faced with the case and what he learned from it (Cheng 1A). EcoAction also hosted other Earth Day related activities throughout the week, including a
cleanup of their adopted section of highway, a tree planting ceremony at the Hub, a hike
at Shaver’s Creek Environmental Center, and a “Critical Mass” bike ride, in which 50-75
cyclists circled Beaver and College Avenue with the intent to show that more support was
needed for cyclists (Cheng 1A; Gates).
National
One issue that kept reappearing in articles about this Earth Day 1999 was one that would
come to be heavily disputed in the years to come, and that is that small environmentally
friendly choices don’t matter as much as large scale ones. Two articles quoted from the
book The Consumer’s Guide to Effective Environmental Choices, by Michael Brower
and Warren Leon. One article included this quote: “if you don’t know for sure whether it
seriously damages the environment, don’t worry about it” (Boecella E01). The book also
listed cars, meat, and houses as being the real issues that people need to worry about in
terms of the environment. The articles said that some environmentalists applauded the
book’s carefree attitude towards the small things, but others deemed it overly simplistic
and felt that it expressed the wrong message. (Boccella E01; Herbert A05)
However, in almost direct opposition to this, another article applauded the Earth Day
efforts of 600 schools nation and worldwide that participated in the Earth Day Groceries
Project, in which students decorated brown paper grocery bags with inspirational
messages about positive effects of choosing paper over plastic (Heckman B07).
Traditional cleanups were also held throughout the day across the nation, as exemplified
in an article from The Philadelphia Inquirer that highlighted several cleanups that took
place within that region (Stoll B02).
Another article said that President Clinton and Vice President Gore also defended their
environmental records around this time, after a letter from environmental groups stated
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that they had broken their promise to reduce pollutants that cause global warming (Berke
A13).
2000
Local
It seems that rain was becoming quite the tradition for Earth Day at Penn State, as the
celebration took place on the Hub lawn in 2000 despite very wet weather. Because of
this, and the fact that the event took place close to Easter, only about 150 people showed
up. Nonetheless, it was still deemed successful. The budget for the day was $25,000, with
the Penn State University Park Allocation Committee contributing $19,000 and the rest
being raised by Eco-Action members themselves. The theme of the day was “Global
Warming,” and activities included local bands, the Connecticut based band Deep Banana
Blackout, and a speech from environmental author Bill McKibben. Mckibben discussed
the dangers of global warming and even made suggestions as to how Penn State could
help the situation, including finding an alternative to the coal fired plant that is used for
most of the campus’ energy supply. (Gates)
Nationals
Like Penn State’s Earth Day celebration, those who gathered at the national mall in
Washington DC for Earth Day also focused their attention on global warming. This event
took place amidst a blame game that was going on within the government, with President
Clinton blaming the Republican Congress for failing “to recognize what he called the
‘global warming threat’ and failing to act on legislation promoting clean and efficient
energy,” whereas the Republican National Committee spokesman Chris Paulitz called
Clinton’s environmental proposals “small ideas to help the environment” (qt. Knutson
A02). This gave all the more reason for a high attendance at Washington’s Earth Day
event, in which Gaylord Nelson spoke and Leonardo DiCaprio hosted. Included in the
day’s events were exhibition tents that showcased alternative energy sources and other
speakers and presentations on a multimedia stage. (Knutson A02)
However, another article stated that those who celebrated Earth Day in 1970 had a lot to
be proud 30 years later; “key air pollutants have been cut nearly 60% in the U.S., more
than 100 million acres have been dedicated to wilderness, the number of clean lakes and
rivers has doubled…an estimated 6,000 communities have curbside recycling programs,
industrial emissions have dropped 42% and more than 60 million tons of paper, glass,
metal, plastic, and compost are being diverted from landfills.” Despite these gains, this
same article expressed the fact that environmentalists still shown concern for the future.
Some of their concerns center on such issues as: global warming, persistent organic
pollutants, long-lived chemical pollutants such as PCBs, depletion of fishing stocks, and
urban sprawl. It also mentioned the concern that the green generation of the 1970s was
getting older, and a new generation of environmentalists would have to be as committed
to the cause as they were, if not more so. (Jaffe A01)
A large number of Earth Day events across the nation that centered their attention on
children were a good start to ensure that these fears were not realized. These included the
event at Blue Bell Elementary School in Pennsylvania, who had been hosting an Earth

30

Week event at their school for many years. The event had a budget of about $3,000, most
of which was funded by corporate sponsors, and included forming a band made from
recyclable instruments, taking pictures of nature, storytelling, flying kites, and listening
to presentations from wildlife sanctuaries and various cultural groups. (Bowie B02)
However, despite large gatherings in Washington and Philadelphia (who hosted the
Earthfest 2000 concert) as well as smaller more community based activities (Stoll B09),
some discouraging news did come out of Earth Day 2000. This included an article about
a school that was sued over to the religious beliefs that Earth Day promotes (with the
term ‘Mother Earth” and other Earth related rituals) (Zernike B5) and another that stated
that ABC’s Earth Day special that featured Leonardo DiCaprio received the lowest rating
on television that night (Rutenberg C15).
2001
Local
Critical Mass captured the attention of the media for Earth Day 2001. Eco-Action and the
Penn State Bike Club sponsored the event and, like in years past, the goal was to “bring
awareness and understanding to the community regarding sharing the road with cyclists”
(qt. Munn and Hymowitz). Eco-Action also coordinated their annual event on the Hub
Lawn, which included performances from the African dance troupe NOMMO and three
local bands, and speeches from Penn State nutrition professor Dorothy Blair, local
organic farmer Leslie Zuck, public affairs coordinator for Penn State’s Office of the
Physical Plant Paul Ruskin, and State College Borough Council Candidate Elizabeth
Goreham (The Centre Daily Times 4A). Event Coordinator and Eco-Action President
Matthew McLaughlin said that around 1,500 people attended the event and that the goal
was “to bring people together who were interested in celebrating the Earth” (Interview).
National
With a new president in office this Earth Day, many of the articles written around April
22nd focused on President Bush’s attitudes toward the environment. Although President
Bush was criticized for many of his actions regarding the environment, such as refusing
to sign the Kyoto treaty, suspending President Clinton’s environmental acts, weakening
the enforcement of the Endangered Species Act, beginning a campaign to turn over
public lands to the oil and mining industries, and publicly questioning the danger of
global warming (“Watching Mr. Bush on Earth Day” WK16; Wood C03), in light of
Earth Day, he made some moves that “friends of the Earth” would considered victories.
These included endorsing a treaty that sought a worldwide phase-out of a dozen highly
toxic chemicals and supporting the E.P.A.’s decision to hold up the protections that
President Clinton issued for wetlands (Jehl A1; Greenberg A04). However, many
environmentalists saw the motives behind President Bush’s support of the environment to
be purely political, since a lot of the nation turns their attention to these issues around
Earth Day (Enda and Borenstein E03).
However, the news of Earth Day 2001 was not purely politically based, as articles
highlighting the faithful followers that took to the metaphorical streets were also printed.
In Philadelphia, people participated in activities like in planting trees, hiking, cleaning-up
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local parks and communities, making Earth related crafts, and learning more about what
the environment has to offer through educational activities (Cowie E14).
2002
Local
Once again, rain marked the occasion of Eco-Action’s Earth Day at Penn State, but that
did not deter a crowd of around 100 students and community members from coming to
the Hub Lawn to listen to environmental activist Julia Butterfly Hill, who is best known
for living in a tree for over two years in order to protect it and others like it from being
chopped down and used for logging purposes (Critenden 1A). Hill encouraged students to
lead the way and become social and environmental activists, but she also warned students
that if they did this, then they would most likely get made fun of, but that was okay
because “we are going to stand up for what we believe in” (qt. Crittenden 1A).
National
Like the past few years, much of the news about this Earth Day surrounded politics and
the environmental acts of the president. Most of the articles found showed that the
American public, more specifically democrats led by Al Gore and environmental groups,
criticized President Bush for his environmental policies, as they had hoped that he would
do more (Hutcheson and Koszczuk A08). In an Earth Day speech at Vanderbilt
University, Al Gore criticized President Bush’s Clear Skies initiative because “it actually
allows more toxic mercury, nitrogen oxide, and sulfur pollution than if we enforced the
laws on the books today” (qt. Seelye A16. He also said that “the Bush Administration has
chosen to serve the special interests instead of the public interests” by giving “policy
payoffs to polluters” (qt. Seelye A16)
President Bush spent his Earth Day in the Adirondacks trying to defend his
environmental record. He stated that his Clear Skies initiative would reduce acid rain and
clean up the air by doing “more to reduce power plant emissions than ever before in our
nation’s history” (qt. Bumiller A16). However, just 3 days after Earth Day on April 25th,
the Bush Administration rejected a stricter E.P.A. alternative to the president’s Clear
Skies Act, even though the “Bush administration documents show that the agency’s
alternative proposal would have reduced air pollution further and faster than the proposal
Mr. Bush eventually chose.” Administration officials were defending the White House’s
decision by calling the E.P.A.’s plan “unfeasible.” (Seelye 26)
However, not all news about Earth Day was about politicians. Many Americans still
found time to celebrate Earth Day 2002, despite the contentious situation in the White
House. Numerous Earth Day events were scheduled in Philadelphia in celebration. One
such event was the traditional festival at Fairmount Park, in which Grammy winner Don
Henry, the Dukes of Destiny, Minas, the Earthtones, and others played live music
throughout the day. The event also hosted a myriad of children’s activities, including
crafts using recyclable materials and a performance by PhilaPride’s Clean Street Theatre.
Workshops “on composting, environmental shopping, and ‘greening’ your home” also
took place, and there was also a collection of the more “difficult recyclables,” such as
batteries, foam peanuts, magazines, and detergent bottles. (Myette 39)
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Other Earth Day activities in the Philadelphia area also included beautifying the grounds
at Bowman’s Hill Wildflower Preserve, Warwick County Park’s Conservation Day,
Camden Children’s Garden Festival, as well as various neighborhood cleanups (Naedele
B01; Cowie E08; McGroarty MC02)
2003
Local
Eco-Action hosted their annual Earth Day celebration on the Hub Lawn again this year,
with speakers, musical performances, catered food, and various booths of
environmentally based organizations and businesses (“Eco-Action Presents Earth Day
2003”). Some of the speakers included Penn State Professors Jim Eisenstein, political
science, and Chris Uhl, biology. The keynote speakers of the day were mother-daughter
duo Frances Moore Lappe and Anna Lappe, authors of Hope’s Edged: The Next Diet for
a Small Planet. The two spoke about America’s “culture of greed and production –
especially as it relates to food – that is quickly driving the planet to exhaustion.” They
even challenged Penn State students to try to get the university to use only fair trade
coffee, which many of the student audience members thought was a great and relatively
feasible idea. (Brenckle 4A)
Sarah Reinholt, the president of Eco-Action, said she was very pleased with the event’s
turn out and offered a piece of advice to fellow students and community members: “don’t
let Earth Day come and go, use it as an opportunity to reflect on our futures” (Sitch).
National
Very little was said about the environment in articles that were printed around the time of
Earth Day. However, there was one article about the long-term benefits of “green” energy
alternatives such as wind power. The article stated that although these alternatives may
cost more initially, their benefits are twofold in terms of the peace of mind that you gain
from using renewable energy sources and the amount of money that you would save over
time. (Gelles E01)
2004
Local
Eco-Action hosted their annual Earth Day event on the Hub Lawn again this year, and
many other events were held throughout Centre County as well. Some of the events that
took place this year included Clearwater Conservancy’s cleanup of 24 different work
sites through the help of 230 volunteers, Mount Nittany Conservancy’s “Climb-Up and
Clean-Up Day,” Black Moshannon State Park’s Earth Day Festival, and the Central
Pennsylvania Institute of Science and Technology’s cleanup of Bald Eagle State Park
(Varda; CDT Editorial Staff 10A). The Colloquium on Environmental Initiatives hosted
Robert Kennedy Jr. on Earth Day at Penn State, and about 300 people were in attendance.
Kennedy mostly talked about the rollbacks that the Bush Administration had made to
environmental policy, and the negative effects they were having on the Earth and our
health. (Miller 5)

33

National
As was seen in previous years, substantial news was printed about the President’s
environmental policies. At the Wells National Estuarine Research Reserve in Maine,
President Bush offered “proof that his market-based approach to environmental
regulation works,” citing the fact that the week before, the E.P.A. listed hundreds of
communities nationwide that would be required to clean up their polluted air. (Hutcheson
and Kuhnhenn A04)
In contrast, the director of the Sierra Club, Carl Pope, as well as democratic presidential
candidate John Kerry, criticized President Bush’s environmental record. In an Earth Day
speech in Houston Texas, John Kerry criticized President Bush’s policy on wetlands as
well as the high prices of oil that President Bush had pledged to lower (Heilprin and
Glover A15).
However, the American people showed in a recent Gallup poll that they tended to care
less about the environment than they had in previous years. The poll said that 49% favor
environmental protection over economic growth (it was 70% percent in 2000) and 62%
of Americans worry a “fair amount” about environmental quality (it was 77% in 2001)
(Hutcheson and Kuhnhenn A04).
Nonetheless, American’s still showed their support for Earth Day 2004. Two examples of
this were the presentation of plans in Voorgees, Pennsylvania to turn a 37 acre landfill
into a park that would also house an environmental and cultural education center
(Colimore B01) and the release of the film “Sacred Planet” which portrayed a utopian
society that is in harmony with nature and the environment (Holden E3).
Another article that was printed on Earth Day in The New York Times discussed the
ethics behind large corporate sponsors of Earth Day events that are not in actuality
environmentally friendly in their practices. Some found it disgusting that these companies
were trying to “buy” their way into seeming more environmentally friendly, while others
didn’t seem to mind as long as they were getting money from them to run Earth Day
events that promote sustainability (Johnson A27).
2005
Local
Although no written evidence could be found about Eco-Action’s 2005 Earth Day
celebration, there were pictures that were discovered within the Eco-Action archives as
shown below. From these pictures, it can be deduced that the celebration was held at the
Center for Sustainability and that, like in years previous, speakers, bands, and booths of
local businesses and organizations comprised the event.
There were also other Earth Day activities that took place around Centre County in 2005,
mostly characterized by cleanups by the Clean-Water Conservancy, 4-H, Penn State
Alumni, the USA-1 Corvette Club and various school classes. Also to commemorate
Earth Day, Shaver’s Creek Environmental Center announced that they would be
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eliminating the entrance fee and lowering membership rates by $10.00. (Joseph and
D’Amato 5A)
Pictures from the Earth Day event, held at the Center for Sustainability, are shown below.
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National
Not very much was written nationally about Earth Day 2005, but there was one article
that explained that President Bush had to change the location of his Earth Day celebration
because of bad weather. He had planned to celebrate Earth Day in the Great Smokey
Mountains National Park, where he intended to help restore a park trail and deliver an
Earth Day speech, but instead, he had to give the speech from a hanger in a Tennessee
Airport. In this speech, President Bush encouraged people “to help the environment
through volunteer programs” and said he was dedicated to “aggressive environmental
policies that did not impose unreasonable economic cost.” (Stevenson A9)
Articles that related to the environment as a whole that were published around the time of
Earth Day included one which stated that the Governor of New Jersey, Richard Codey,
said he would enforce a “zero tolerance” policy against companies that had stalled
cleaning up their polluted properties (Fifield B01), another on the danger of invasive
species in America (Burdick A23), and one on the threat of physical and noise pollution
to whale populations (Avril A01).
2006
Local
Although no actual news articles were found, a press release was obtained from former
Eco-Action Earth Day coordinator Johanna Mirenda. This press release shows that EcoAction sponsored an entire week of events and ended with a celebration similar to years
past, except that it was held at the Center for Sustainability instead of the Hub lawn. The
activities on this day included live music from local bands, speeches from Joel Morrison,
coordinator of the Clean Energy Expo, Dave Lettero, resident of the yurt on site at the
Center, and Marua Colwy and Katie Stoner, president and vice president of Eco-Action
respectively, education stations, children’s activities, and booths from local businesses
and organizations. The event was also run on 100% solar energy, and coordinator Johana
Mirenda also added that Eco-Action managed to put on all of these events with very little
budget, relying solely on donations (Interview). The press release also included
information about the rest of the week’s activities, which included the Mountain Justice
Film Festival, which emphasized the issue of mountaintop removal mining and included
speakers and live music, the Kyoto Now! Rally and letter delivery, in which 4,000 signed
letter were delivered to Penn State President Spanier’s office asking him to pledge
compliancy with the Kyoto Protocol, the presentation of a documentary about the fight
against a landfill in snowshoe entitled “Wild About Animals,” the Banff Film Festival,
which was co-sponsored by the Sierra Club and featured films on extreme outdoor sports,
and the Clearwater Conservancy’s Watershed Clean-Up, which cleaned the areas of
Millbrook Marsh, the Penn State Duck Pond, and Porter Road. (Press Release 2006)
Pictures from the Earth Day event at the Center for Sustainability, obtained through the
Eco-Action archives, are shown below.
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National
Much of the media’s discussion of Earth Day in 2006 centered on the threat of Global
Warming, what was being done to stop it, and what was being done to get the public
more involved in the issue. Relating to this, both PBS and HBO aired shows about the
subject entitled “Dimming the Sun” and “Too Hot Not to Handle” respectively. Neither
program was reviewed as being overly political, although both programs pointed to the
Bush administration as one of the world’s only major governments that still states that
they are unsure of the problem of global warming. One reviewer stated that the films
sought to tell the truth about the problem and inspired the American people to get
involved, which he pointed out was much different from Al Gore’s documentary An
Inconvenient Truth, which was released earlier this same year. (Martel E8; Storm E01)
Differing editorials over the importance of Global warming also appeared in The New
York Times around the time of Earth Day, with both sides of the issue as to whether or
not it was imperative to act out strongly and soon against global warming represented
(Tierney C12, Oppenheimer A26).
Articles highlighting the importance of young generations in the celebration of Earth Day
also appeared this year. One such article, entitled “The Greenest Generation,” outlined a
program put into place at Williams College that pitted student dorms, classrooms, and
campus buildings against each other to see who could save the most energy by turning off
the lights, unpluging electronics, and changing old light bulbs to CFLs (Friedman A25).
Another article followed Temple University’s EarthFest, in which over 6,000 students
from local schools attended the free event which included 70 environmentally based
exhibits, presentations from the Franklin Institute and Elmwood Park Zoo and nature
walks. The Delaware County Sierra Club also sponsored an Earth Day Festival, in which
children could participate in activity stations that included solar-powered car races and a
solar house on wheels. (Reddington W39)
2007
Local
Many Earth Day events took place in Centre County in 2007, including Eco-Action’s
annual Earth Day celebration, which returned to the Hub Lawn. Genevieve Caron, the
coordinator of the event, said that the decision was made to return the event to the Lawn
with the hope of it bringing more traffic. However, because the event was held on the
same day as the Penn State Blue and White Game, something Eco-Action originally
thought might not be a problem, the turnout wasn’t that great, with around 250 in
attendance. The budget that year was $15,000, with $12,000 of that coming from the
university and the rest of it fundraised by the club through t-shirt sales, bake sales, and
donations from local organizations and businesses. The activities for the day included a
drum circle, poetry readings, children’s crafts, display tables, local bands, and the
keynote speaker Christine Ervin, who was in charge of the energy budget during the
Clinton Administration. Caron also added that her goal was to expand beyond the typical
Earth Day audience, and she was disappointed that she didn’t meet greater success.
(Interview)
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Other local Earth Day events included an open house at the Center for Sustainability, a
Zero Waste spaghetti dinner, sponsored by the Penn State club Engineers for a
Sustainable World, which featured the choice of a vegetarian or local meat sauce and
salad, bread, and cookies made from a “cornstarch compostable,” “Green” tours of the
Penn State campus sponsored by the Center for Sustainability, a seed planting on Hub
Lawn sponsored by Eco-Action and the Office of the Physical Plant, in which students
could plant the wildflower seed cards that were distributed to them earlier in the week
(approximately 14,000 were handed out), and a university-wide cleanup led by the Office
of the Physical Plant. The University Undergraduate Association also established a new
Tree Planting Initiative which gave student groups on campus the opportunity to sponsor
trees for $150.00, and then the Office of the Physical Plant would donate the trees and
assist in the planting. The trees would have placards to display the group that sponsored
the tree, and the Undergraduate Association decided to donate their first batch of
proceeds to Eco-Action’s Earth Day celebration. (Chan; “Student Led Tree Planting
Initiative”)
National
Most of the national news surrounding Earth Day 2007, yet again, centered on the debate
over what was to be done about global warming. Some of these articles included one on
the U.N. Council’s debate over the issue (“UN Council Hits Impasse Over Debate on
Warming” A6), and one that explained that although the American public recognizes the
threat of global warming, they are split in their thoughts on how to handle it; in a The
New York Times/CBS News poll, in order to reduce global warming and energy
consumption, 92% of Americans favored the idea that car manufacturers should be
required to produce cars that are more energy efficient, but only 38% favored an
increased federal tax on gasoline. However, the good news for climate change was that
75% of Americans recognized the changes in climate that have been brought by global
warming, which was up 10 percentage points from 1997. (Broder and Connelly A20)
Also on the subject of Global Warming, an article in The Philadelphia Inquirer
highlighted the success of the “Step It Up” campaign that started as “just a website and a
notion to stage community events across the country to prompt congressional action on
global warming” (qt. Bauers B02), grew to over 1,300 commitments. Bill McKibben, the
website’s founder said that events had been planned across the nation, and that he “can’t
believe how quickly his idea had taken off” (qt. Bauers B02).
Another newsworthy Earth Day event was that of New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg’s 25 year plan to make New York City a “greener and greater” place. This
plan included 27 projects within six areas of focus, including climate change, air quality,
energy, water, land, and transportation. During his presentation of the plan, Bloomberg
brought in California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger to express his endorsement and
also showed a video of Britain’s Prime Minister Tony Blair praising his decision. (Lueck
B1)
2008
Local
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The rain and the cold dampened Eco-Action’s Earth Day celebration on the Hub Lawn in
2008. Brittany Harris, Eco-Action president and coordinator of the event, said that it
amazing that an event even took place. She said that the original coordinator of Earth Day
misled the members into thinking that he had applied for university funding as well as
taken steps to organize the event, when in fact, he had not. Therefore, about a month
before Earth Day was scheduled to take place, Harris banded together members of EcoAction to try to throw together an Earth Day celebration with zero funding. This resulted
in members asking their churches to donate tables and tents, friends to lend sound
equipment, and professors to speak with no honoraria fees. Although the celebration and
turnout were small due to weather and the problems listed above, Harris thought it a
success considering the fact that the month before she didn’t think any celebration would
happen at all. Brittany Harris concluded her interview by stating that every year EcoAction “tried to avoid preaching to the choir; it’s easy to get your friends and like-minded
people out to this event, but how can we educate those who would otherwise be unlikely
to participate?” This is something she hoped would be instilled in the Eco-Action Earth
Day events of the future as well. (Interview)
The theme of the celebration was food: the way that one can decrease their environmental
footprint by evaluating what they ate. Professor Andy Lau of the College of Engineering
spoke to this affect during the event. He also added, “making an Earth Day/Week/Year
observance accessible at an individual level increases the likelihood that real change will
come about” (qt. Corr 2). Information displays created by Eco-Action about food and
America’s disturbing relationship with it were set up under a tent on the lawn. One fact
that was listed said, “over 80% of mankind’s diet is provided by seeds of less than a
dozen species.” (Corr 2)
National
One of the biggest headlines leading up to Earth Day 2008 was one that outlined the
Green Apple Festival, the country’s biggest Earth Day celebration. The festival took
place in eight cities across the nation, including New York City, Dallas, San Francisco,
Los Angeles, Miami, Denver, Chicago, and Washington DC. This was the event’s third
year anniversary, and it had expanded quite substantially since that first year. The goal of
this year’s festival was to try to expand the audience to include groups that aren’t usually
found at an Earth Day celebration; president of the Earth Day Network in Washington,
Kathleen Rogers, put it like this: “we could have taken someone like James Taylor, but
our real goal is to find groups that will bring out a younger and more diverse generation”
(qt. Schiesel). The event was scheduled to draw in at least 500,00 people, largely due to
the addition of their new venues and demographic appeals. (Schiesel)
Other Earth Day news this year included an article on the importance of public
transportation to the green movement in America, and the steps that The Metropolitan
Transport Authority of New York City took to remind its residents of that fact, which
included printing special edition green metro cards with Earth Day messages (Chan).
There was also an article about the release of a new book from the MySpace community
entitled MySpace/Our Plant: Change is Possible (Visco C01). On the actual date of Earth
Day in New York City, Bette Midler planted trees at the Martin Luther King Jr. housing
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development in Manhattan, Mayor Michael Bloomberg of New York attended a “Seniors
Going Green” Event, and City Year and Timberland teamed up to clean up Hunt’s Point
Riverside Park in the Bronx (Chan April 22 2008).
2009
Local
Local Earth Day 2009 events will be discussed in the following chapter.
National
In light of Earth Day 2009, in addition to the articles that gave the dates and times of
Earth Day events across the nation, more than one article mentioned the plight of the
modern environmentalist. These articles based the struggle in the fact that new
information about what actions are the most environmentally sustainable comes out every
day, and that so many different factors need to be considered when determining the
“greenness” of an item or an action. For instance, one article used the example of
choosing a paper cup over a plastic cup. It said that one would think that the paper cup
would be better for the environment, but you have to consider where the cups came from,
how they were shipped, the fact that most paper cups require “36 times as much
electricity and results in 580 times the volume of wastewater than making a plastic cup,”
that the production of plastic cups releases greenhouse gases, etc. (Kadaba D02). One
article followed a family that are considered “dark green,” or super environmentally
conscious, something that according to the PR Porter Now 7% of people in America
could be classified as. This family talked about the “extreme” measures they go to in
order to reduce their environmental footprint as well as the difficulty they sometimes
have in making decisions as to which action is the least environmentally harmful,
something that the “regular green” Americans struggle with as well. (Kadaba D01)
Another Earth Day article that was printed outlined President Obama’s Earth Day plans.
Mr. Obama, along with the head of the E.P.A., the energy secretary, and the
transportation secretary, gave an Earth Day speech in the town of Newton, Iowa, which
faced a crisis when their Maytag factory shut down. However, the old factory was turned
into a wind energy plant, and it brought back some of the jobs that were lost to the people
of that area. In correspondence with this, Mr. Obama called on congress “to close the
carbon loophole” (qt. Stolberg) by adopting a cap-and-trade system for reducing
emissions of heat-trapping gases like carbon dioxide. He also promoted wind and other
renewable forms of power, stating that for the first time the “Interior Department would
begin leasing federal waters for offshore production of electricity from the movement of
wind, waves, and tides” (qt. Stolberg). In his speech, President Obama also discussed his
belief that protection of the environment and stimulation of the economy are not mutually
exclusive. (Stolberg)
2010
Local
Local Earth Day 2010 events will be discussed in the following chapter.
National
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For many, the 40th anniversary of Earth Day was a time to reflect on what had changed,
what had been accomplished, and what still needed to be done. These sentiments were
thoroughly discussed in a The Philadelphia Inquirer article entitled “Earth Day at 40:
From Climate Change to Culture Change.” The article mentions how Earth Day “seems
to have become such a part of our DNA that it’s happening everywhere, all the time.” It
also discusses the fact that the problems facing the environment today, i.e. climate
change, are much harder to solve than the problems of the first Earth Day i.e. polluted
lakes and the lack of recycling. The article states that not everyone believes that the
problems are any harder today, but rather that the difficulty lies in the lack of support and
optimism that was so prominent during the first Earth Day. The article also quoted Ed
Perry, a retired fish and wildlife biologist as saying that global warming is “the defining
issue of this decade.” (Bauers A01)
Other environmentally related articles that were written around the time of Earth Day
discussed various celebrations and cleanups, profiled environmentalists, and offered
advice as to how to live a more “green life” (Peters W33; Marder F01; Collins E01). One
such article mentioned a large celebration was held on the National Mall in Washington
DC. Stars such as Sting, John Legend, and Joss Stone were in attendance and the
Reverend Jesse Jackson and director James Cameron gave speeches. The event also was
supposed to urge senators to pass climate and energy legislation, but Dennis Hayes, the
original director of Earth Day, thought that “American environmentalists must marshal
more grass-roots pressure on Congress” (qt. “Green”) if they wanted to see any progress.
(“Green”)
However, in his Earth Day speech, President Obama seemed to counteract this idea by
saying that “people shouldn’t count on elected officials to solve all environmental
problems and should take steps in their own homes and their own communities” (qt.
Revkin).
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My Earth Day Experience
Overview
Before I was elected to be Eco-Action’s Earth Day Coordinator for 2009, I was a general
member of the club who became interested in Earth Day when our president, Brittany
Harris, expressed a plea for everyone’s help in putting together Earth Day 2008. As was
discussed previously in the “History” section of this thesis, Brittany had to take over the
event and put together a sort of last minute celebration after the original Earth Day
Coordinator bailed. From this experience, I learned how much can be accomplished with
a little money and a lot of drive, and it inspired me to ask the club for a leadership role in
the next year’s celebration, so I see how successful the event could be with more than a
month’s planning. At the time, I really did not know what sort of project I was
undertaking, as planning Earth Day would become a central part of my life for the next
two years; I have never put so much time and energy into one project. Needless to say I
believe my work paid off, and I hope this thesis will make the process easier for those in
charge of Earth Day in the future, so they will not have to start at square one like I did
and figure everything out through a system of guess and check. The goal of this thesis is
to give future coordinators a platform on which to begin, so they don’t have to waste time
researching and running around from office to office, thus enabling them to make their
Earth Day events even grander and more successful than mine were.
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2009
I first began planning for Earth Day 2009 in the summer of 2008, not long after Earth
Day of that year was celebrated. Most of the people who had worked on that celebration
had graduated and moved on, but I was able to get some basic information from former
president Brittany Harris about the first steps I needed to take and the deadlines that I
would need to adhere to. This included reserving a space on the Hub Lawn and
submitting a request to UPAC (University Park Allocation Committee), the mechanics of
which I will discuss later on in this chapter. Brittany believed that the Hub Lawn was the
location that had the most success bringing people in to Earth Day, so the thought of
holding it somewhere else did not really cross my mind. I reserved the Lawn at the end of
May for the next year’s Earth Day, as it’s important to reserve the Hub Lawn as early as
possible since there are a lot of outdoor events scheduled for this time of year. In order to
reserve the lawn, you have to fill out a program registration form, which is located in the
Events Management Office. Since I was new to the process, I had to consult with the staff
in the office a lot while I was filling out the form, and I had to go back and make changes
to the form quite a bit as new decisions were made, but the staff members I worked with
were extremely helpful and patient with me throughout this process. I have enclosed a
copy of that completed form in the appendix.
The decision as to when to hold Earth Day was a difficult one. I was advised that holding
the event on the same day as the Blue and White Game could decrease student attendance
and bring a more rowdy crowd to the concert events that were held in the evening, so I
decided to go against holding it on the weekend after Earth Day, when the Blue and
White Game was scheduled. Instead, I chose the date of Saturday, April 18th, although I
knew it was risky to push back the event earlier intApril because of weather. The
weekend after the Blue and White Game was Movin’ On, so that weekend was out of the
question as well.
After reserving the lawn space, the next thing that had to be done was to decide what the
event would entail so we could begin the process of applying for university funding. I
knew that I wanted to try to attract as many people from as many different walks of life
as possible. I felt like the attendance from the previous year’s celebration was that of very
like-minded people who were already educated about the Earth’s plight, and I wanted to
change that. It was somewhat difficult because, in a way, it’s much easier just to treat
Earth Day like throwing a party for your friends; I think some people from the club
wanted that, but I knew that the original goal of Earth Day was to educate and motivate
people to take a stand, and you can’t educated the educated and motivate the motivated.
Every week, Eco-Action holds officer meetings as well as general meetings, so I
appealed to the other officers and club members for input on speakers, bands, and
potential activities. Based on some of the research I had done, both in terms of newspaper
articles as well as speaking to previous Eco-Action members, I knew that the format of
Earth Day generally included speakers, music, and activities on the Lawn. There had
been variations on this format, but it usually involved all of these components. Since this
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was my first year running Earth Day, I figured I should try to stick with this format for
the most part and see what kind of success I had. The input that I received was scattered
and minimal. It was hard to get people to think about Earth Day in September when there
was so much else to do within the club (and within people’s lives in general) before it
would take place, and most members had never been to Penn State Earth Day before and
did not know what to expect. I was also inexperienced and nervous about the event, so I
didn’t have the confidence to push the matter further. Therefore, I ended up doing a lot of
the planning on my own.
After doing a little research, I found a woman named Diane Wilson, a Texan shrimp
fisherman turned environmentalist, who is best known for using creative techniques to
stop the plastic plants that neighbored her home town from dumping waste into the bay
that she fished from. One of the techniques she employed was chaining herself to a tower
in the Dow Chemical plastics plant, which earned her a four month jail sentence for
trespassing. I thought that Diane Wilson would be someone that members of Eco-Action,
a group known for taking risks in order to get their point across, could really relate to. I
also thought that she would be inspiring for non-members as well, since she came from a
working class background and wasn’t your typical “tree-hugging hippie.” She also came
at a relatively low cost; although I now know we probably could have spent a lot more.
The way it works is that you don’t know if you’re approved for UPAC funding until a
month or two after submitting the paperwork, so just in case you don’t get approved, you
have to be able to cover the costs or else you will have to cancel events last minute,
which doesn’t make people very happy. After going through the UPAC process, I now
know that if you do your homework and present them with all the materials they request,
it is very likely that they will approve your budget, especially if you don’t turn in
everything last minute. I didn’t know this at the time, so I was scared to plan for a high
cost event with the fear that we would not be approved. The UPAC process will be
discussed at length in the section of this chapter entitled “How-To Guide.” I found
Wilson’s contact information through a website that she co-authored that is a hub for
books about sustainable living. I emailed someone that worked for her and then I began
emailing Diane directly. I was shocked about how easy she was to work with, especially
since I was such a novice and despite my attempts at professionalism, I’m sure my
inexperience showed. I was very fortunate that Diane was this way because I’m sure I
could have had a very different experience with someone else. Therefore, I would not say
I’m an expert in managing the affairs of keynote speakers, but I was able to pay her fee
and book her a flight from Texas to State College, which got the job done.
The next thing that I had to decide on in terms of the UPAC forms were the other costs
that Earth Day would entail. To be honest, I had to communicate a lot with the staff in the
Hub Activities Office as well as the UPAC office for this information. What I found out
from them is that the Hub Lawn and Penn State have a lot of requirements when it comes
to hosting an event outdoors. These included Penn State security, Penn State electricians,
Penn State waste receptacles, and portable toilets (2 regular and 1 handicap).
Unfortunately, much of the Penn State staff in charge of these areas do not give estimates
in advance, but we did get help from the Association of Students Activities Office, who
were able to access Eco-Action’s previous accounts to see how much was paid for each
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of these services in the past. We then used this information to give UPAC some idea of
how much we would need for these things. UPAC was also used to students being unable
to get estimates from these Penn State service departments, so they knew these estimates
might be a little off. The electrician that I mentioned previously was needed because we
planned on having bands at the event, so their role was to ground the stage and make sure
everything was set up properly on that end.
Which brings me to the next decision we had to make in terms of music. I briefly tossed
around the idea of trying to bring in better-known bands from out of town, but I
dismissed it based on cost as well as the nature of the Earth Day event. Movin’ On was
already in place to bring headliners to the campus for free, and I didn’t want Earth Day to
seem too commercial. Therefore, I decided to only ask local bands if they would play for
Earth Day free of charge. Despite this, plenty of cost was still incurred through the
staging and sound equipment. To be entirely honest, I had absolutely no idea what size
stage we should get or how much equipment was needed, so I decided to seek advice
from some of the local bands that I had asked to play, as well as from Tom, the owner of
Music Mart, whom I eventually rented all of the sound equipment from and who stayed
the whole day to make sure everything was running smoothly. I would really recommend
using him in the future, as he was very easy to work with and was extremely
knowledgeable about the dynamics of using sound equipment. UPAC requires that you
try to get at least 3 estimates for each cost, so I spoke to other rental agencies as well but
Music Mart is who I ended up choosing.
Once I had an idea of the size of the stage, I was able to get other estimates from rental
companies. I also got estimates for tents, tables, and chairs from the same companies. The
number of tents, tables, and chairs that we would actually need was still unclear at the
time we handed in our UPAC funding request form because the number of student groups
and organizations that would be attending was still not nailed down, so I had to make a
guess on that. I knew I needed a large tent to cover the stage to protect the sound
equipment in case it rained and a few tents on the lawn so we could huddle everything
under them if, again, bad weather struck. We eventually ended up choosing Hoag’s
Catering to provide these rentals, as they were the least expensive and Eco-Action had
worked with them in the past and developed a good rapport. Like Music Mart, I would
recommend using Hoag’s Catering in the future because they are very easy to work with.
The last thing that would need to be rented and factored into our costs was a generator to
run the sound equipment. Our hope was to use solar panels to power the event, but Tom
from the Music Mart suggested that they not be used to power musical instruments
because any inconsistency in the amount of power being supplied (which is common with
solar panels) could do damage to the equipment. There is really only one place to rent a
generator from in State College that I found, and that is Bestline Equipment. I also had to
consult with Tom as to how big of a generator we would probably need to power the
day’s events. Robinson’s Septic Service is also the only place I found that rents out
portable toilets. I will mention this again later on but when you ask for an estimate for the
generator, make sure they include everything that is necessary to power it including
cables, ramps, etc. We did not do this the first time, so we ended up not asking for UPAC
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for as much money as we needed. This also goes for other equipment rentals; make sure
you get an estimate for labor, set-up, teardown, etc.
Because I found out from the ASA (Associated Student Activities) office soon after we
turned in our UPAC Request Form that I needed to get contracts for the bands that were
going to be playing, even if they weren’t charging any money, as well as a contract for
our speakers, choosing the band lineup seemed like the next logical step. Some bands that
had played for previous Earth Days already contacted me because they found my email
on the Eco-Action website, so that was simple enough. I also got a few recommendations
from club members, so finding bands to play was not a problem. Luckily, they were also
very willing to play for free. The bands that played at Earth Day 2009 were Dominic
Minichiello, Death Squad 5000, Hopes High, and Mystery Train. At this point, I was glad
that I had been in communication with Tom from the Music Mart, because I could tell the
bands what equipment we were planning on providing and ask them if they needed
anything else. I was also able to tell them the size of the stage, which was important.
Although I will not mention who, one band was extremely difficult to deal with. They
took on a “prima-donna” like attitude and I think forgot the true purpose behind the
event. It was very frustrating, but I guess not entirely unexpected. Not everyone you work
with is going to be easy, so you can’t let it get to you too much. That would be up there in
my list of top pieces of advice that you should consider when planning an event on
campus.
The next step was to get the contracts made up, which I did by working with a member of
the ASA office, and then I had the bands and the speakers sign them and return them to
the office. The contracts are put into place so the performers know what to expect and so
that there is something holding them responsible if they back out last minute. It also
outlines the services that they should perform and the amount of money that will be given
to them for these services. A lot of this doesn’t really apply to people that are
playing/speaking for free, but it is still nice to have everything in writing. The only
problem I encountered with contracts was trying to get all the bands (no problem with the
speakers) to sign them and then return them. Some were very prompt; others had to be
pushed considerably. But again, this sort of thing is to be expected, especially when they
were playing for free.
The next task I had to complete was deciding what other types of activities would be
happening on the Hub Lawn that day. Some of this was already in the works, as I will
discuss in the next paragraph. However, I appealed to Eco-Action members for their
input and sent an email out to environmentally related clubs, businesses, and
organizations, asking them if they would like to attend. I got a decent response, especially
from clubs on campus. I also got a lot of input from other Eco-Action officers, and their
ideas ending up being some of the most successful activities.
I had been in contact with, at that time, Borough Council President Elizabeth Goreham
about Earth Day, as she was a full supporter of Eco-Action and our various endeavors.
She graciously offered to donate 100 CFL light bulbs so we could hold a light bulb
exchange, encouraging attendees to bring their incandescent bulbs to the event to trade in
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for a CFL. Also on the subject of CFLs, one of the other Eco-Action officers was in close
contact with Bob Fiori, the founder of Powerminders, a group comprised mostly of
Pennsylvanian students who promote the purchase of CFL light bulbs over incandescent.
I thought that having Bob and a few of these students at Earth Day would be a perfect
addition to our “light bulb” exchange. The exchange ended up being very successful, as
we “sold out” of all of the CFL light bulbs within the first hour of the event. We also
gave participants the opportunity to bring their old cell phones and shoes to recycle,
which was met with limited success. We decided to have NOMMO, an African Dance
Troupe at Penn State, perform, as they had been doing so at Penn State Earth Day’s for
many years. They really bring a lot of excitement and energy, and are always a favorite
with children. Honestly, I probably should have had them fill out a contract, but it some
how slipped through the cracks throughout the preparation process. They were the first
act of the day, and they really started it off with a bang. We also got Elizabeth Goreham
to give a kick-off speech, which added a really nice community element. The same EcoAction officer who was involved with Bob Fiori also decided to use Earth Day as the
theme for a group project in one of his elementary education classes. As apart of the
project, members of his group set up educational displays on four different themes, which
included “Local,” “Vegetarian,” “Water,” and “Energy.” Another Eco-Action officer was
very close to the owners of Freeze-Thaw Cycles, so he convinced them to do free bicycle
tune-ups during the day on the Lawn, which was very popular. In terms of children’s
activities, we had tables that were manned by Eco-Action members and set up for leaf
rubbings and seed planting activity in recycled containers. We also had another children’s
activity that was a tie-dying station. We had encouraged participants in our
advertisements to bring an old white shirt, as sort of a means of recycling. This was also
extremely successful, although more so with the students rather than children. The line
was so long that when we ran out of dye, I felt it necessary to send someone out to buy
more so that there wasn’t too much disappointment. Other tables that we had were
comprised of campus clubs and local businesses and organizations, including:
Benjamin’s Green Catering, Vertitas Yoga, Take Charge, Environmental Society,
Sustainability Coalition, 3E-COE, Vegetarian Club, Powershift, United Students Against
Sweatshops, Project Smokeless, and Eco-Action (we gave out information about our
campaigns and offered petitions for people to sign). Not all of these organizations showed
up on the actual day of the event, and a few showed up late. Again, you have to be able to
just go with the flow when these sort of things happen.
Once we got our UPAC allocation, we knew how much money we had to raise in order to
cover our costs. UPAC will only cover 80% of a budget at most, and we ended up getting
allocated almost that entire amount. Our budget was around $8,00.00, so were
responsible for covering about $1,600.00. One thing you will notice throughout this
section is that I am sometimes using approximations instead of actual facts. This is due to
the fact that my hard-drive crashed shortly after Earth Day 2009. I was able to recover a
lot of documents that I had sent through email, but for the most part, all of my records
were lost. After that incident, I made sure that all of my stored files were backed up on
additional hard-drive so the same thing didn’t happen twice. Anyway, we fundraised the
rest of the money through a couple different means. Some of the local businesses in town
offer fundraiser events where your club can receive a percentage of the sales during a
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certain time or day, so we did as many of these as we could. We also got permission from
the borough to “can” on the corner of Allen Street and College Avenue and ask for
donations, which was actually very profitable. Bob Fiori of Powerminders also allowed
us to sell CFL light bulbs as a fundraiser for our event, which some of our club members
did. We also sold t-shirts that were printed with a design made by an Eco-Action
member, and the shirts were 100% organic. T-Shirt sales was kind of a last minute
decision, so we weren’t able to get them printed as inexpensively as we could have if we
had submitted the order earlier. I don’t think we made very much money on the t-shirts,
but they were a nice thing to have in order to advertise and commemorate the event. We
also brought a fundraising can to every event we attended, to try and get the most
donations as possible. We ended up raising most of the money, but whatever we didn’t
raise I contributed myself, which is definitely not a good solution. I knew that since we
ended up in that situation, I obviously didn’t plan the finances well enough, so I vowed to
do a better job on fundraising the next year. Fundraising really requires support from the
whole club; it’s not a one-person job. I was lucky to have a dedicated group of officers,
especially the fundraising officer, and club members in 2009 to fulfill this.
Eco-Action also had an Advertising Officer, so I relied on her to get the word out to the
local newspapers, news stations, etc. She wrote up a press release and sent it out, and I
have included it in the appendix. She must have done a good job, because we had articles
in The Daily Collegian and Voices of Central Pennsylvania, a local news station showed
up to cover the event on the day of, and we were asked to speak about Earth Day on Penn
State’s radio station The Lion. Again, I was lucky to have a person in this officer position
that was so reliable and knowledgeable about advertising. We also had another EcoAction officer design a poster and mini flyers that we posted and handed out around
campus. Flyers are a touchy subject, because some people believe they are very
environmentally irresponsible. However, they are a great way to advertise and we printed
them on the back of already-used paper, so I think it was worth it. We also chose not to
print as many as you normally would for such an event, just to cut down on paper use.
One of the final things that needed to be done was to get the Addendum to Program
Registration form signed so that our event could be officially registered. This has to be
turned in three weeks prior to the event, but it must be done after all of the other forms
are completed, as it is the last step in registration. I have enclosed a copy of that
completed form in the appendix.
The last thing I did before the event was to finalize the schedule and make a plan for the
organization of the Lawn. One might think that this should be done way before this, but
when you are working with people who are donating their time to you, things often
change. I don’t mean this in a bad way, it’s just that no matter how strong their
commitment might be, other things come up. Maybe someone will get sick or find out
they can’tt get off work, etc. In fact, we had one band, Lemonsoul, drop out of the event
last minute due to the fact that one of their members had to go out of town. These things
happen, and you have to be understanding because like I said, a lot of these people are
participating without compensation. I have enclosed a final copy of the stage schedule in
the appendix, and I did a lot of rearranging in the final weeks leading up to the event.
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Although this may seem obvious, it is also important to check in with your participating
acts to make sure the time slot you have chosen works well for them. I also made a
diagram of how the Lawn was to be set up and sent it to Eco-Action members as well as
Hoag’s Catering, Bestline, Music Mart, and Robinson’s Septic, so that their set-up would
be easier and well organized. In terms of the organization of Lawn, I arranged the
attending groups and businesses and determined how many tables they would need and
where these tables would be set up. It made the actual set-up on the day of much easier,
and it also ensured that the tables would be well ordered according to theme. I have
attached a copy of this organization in the appendix as well.
Earth Day 2009, in my mind, was almost perfect. The weather was unseasonably warm,
which I’m sure brought more people to the Hub Lawn and to our event. As I said before,
tye-dying, the CFL exchange, and the bicycle tune up were very popular. A lot of people
also came out to see the bands, as each of them seemed to have their own local following.
In terms of attendance, around 2,000 people came throughout the day, which was very
successful. The people that attended were mostly students, although a few community
members and children came out as well. We received praise in the press for the event,
and Eco-Action was very pleased. A lot of Eco-Action members also came out to help set
up and run the event, which was crucial to its success. Since we had rented a lot of the
tables, chairs, and tents, setup and teardown were relatively easy, as we could rely on the
rental companies to do most of the work.
Upon evaluation of the event, there were a few things, however, that I wanted to improve
upon for the future. One such improvement was the desire to target more community
members and children with the event. Most of the locals that did come said that the event
needed more advertising within the community, and that they would really love it if we
could involve more children’s activities. I definitely agreed with this, as I believe that the
first step to creating a sustainable future is educating the youth on how to do so. I also
had this lingering feeling that Earth Day 2009 was just a celebration, rather than an
action. This was my goal at the time, so that was fine, but I felt the need to do more with
the next Earth Day. I wanted Earth Day to accomplish something rather than just be a day
of remembrance. I will talk more about my vision on Earth Day later on in this chapter.
Overall however, I was very pleased with the event and very proud of all that we had
accomplished.
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2010
After Earth Day 2009, I knew there were a few things I would change if I were granted
the opportunity to be in charge of Eco-Action’s Earth Day celebration again, and luckily,
I was voted to be the Earth Day Coordinator for 2010 as well. I knew that this year, I
wanted the event to focus on children, and I wanted Earth Day to have a direct positive
impact on the environment. In order to accomplish this, I decided to host a two-day event,
with one day devoted to children’s Earth Day activities and the other to a community
cleanup that would also serve as a fundraiser for an environmental cause. Although I had
the chance to make my life much easier by just doing what I did for Earth Day the year
before, I decided that I wanted to see how successful a different style of Earth Day could
be. I knew it was somewhat of a risk, but I hoped that it would pay off.
The first thing I needed to do was choose a date and reserve the Hub Lawn. Unlike the
year before, I decided to host Earth Day on the same weekend as the Blue and White
Game for two reasons. One, I figured that holding children’s day on the same day as the
game would give some families an alternative activity to the game. I actually thought that
we might get more foot traffic through campus on that day as well, thus drawing more
people to the event. Two, I thought the cleanup would be perfect for the day after the
game, since there is usually a lot of trash left downtown post football games. Thus, I went
to the Hub Student Activities Office in the early summer and reserved the Lawn and
filled out a Student Program Registration and Facility Request Form.
Shortly after the fall semester began, I received knowledge that another group was
planning a concert on the Friday of the Blue and White Game on the Hub Lawn.
Somehow, I did not make it clear that I wanted the entire weekend reserved when I
visited the Student Programming Office, something that one should always do for this
exact reason. This presented numerous problems, the most pressing being that their stage
and tents would need to be taken down and ours would have to be put up all within a
twenty-four hour period. This is sometimes very hard to accomplish with the work
schedules of the different rental companies. We thought about collaborating and using the
same equipment, but their stage was much bigger than what we would need and I didn’t
want to pay for that much more space. The other problem was that this concert was
originally supposed to be for Earth Day, with an accompanying Eco-Fair on the lawn, and
we were upset because we felt this group was trying to take away what Eco-Action had
done for the past forty years. It ended up being a completely different event, as the goal
turned into one of “celebrating the work of the student groups on campus” and the
concert did not include any local bands like Eco-Action had always done. It was also
really fortunate that a concert was not a main part of our Earth Day agenda for this year,
so it didn’t end up having a large effect on our events. The moral of this story is to make
sure the Lawn is reserved for the entire weekend so this sort of problem doesn’t happen
again. One last thing that I would like to mention about this is that there was a faculty
member in charge of this group that ended up taking over completely. I originally agreed
to work with this group so we could make sure that we weren’t repeating any of the same
things, but this particular faculty member verbally attacked the Eco-Action organization
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and myself, so I decided that I could not work with her. In a ridiculous twist, the
members of her group still emailed and checked in with me behind her back to make sure
we could collaborate smoothly. They technically weren’t “allowed” to communicate with
me, but they knew and understood the importance of working together in harmony. For
this and an entire host of other reasons, Eco-Action Earth Day has always prided itself on
being a student run event. Faculty have helped and contributed greatly in the past, but not
to the extent that they didn’t let the students make their own decisions and plan their own
event. This is important to our club, and I would recommend upholding this tradition in
the future.
After that mess, the next thing to do was prepare for UPAC funding, as I had learned
from the year before that getting my funding form completed along with my estimates
early was the key to getting the most funding as possible. However, when I consulted the
head of the department about my ideas, she told me that there was going to be a problem
in terms of receiving funding. Unfortunately, UPAC cannot fund any event that is not
held for students (i.e. children’s day) or that is held as a fundraiser, even if that fundraiser
is for a non-profit organization. Therefore, she told me that my event was not eligible for
any funding. This was a big blow, and I had to re-evaluate whether or not we should
continue with the event as planned. We would have to fundraise all of the money
ourselves, and since we weren’t even able to completely cover our costs the year before, I
was more than a little leery. However, I decided to go on with the event as planned,
because I trusted that our club could handle the hard work that this project was sure to
bring on. Also, whenever UPAC funds an event, there are restrictions on selling items to
raise money at the actual event itself, so we wouldn’t have to worry about this rule
anymore. It was a small factor, but one that I hoped we could use to our advantage.
Because the event was now two days and because we had to cover the costs of
everything, I knew I had to get club members involved much earlier on in the planning
process than I had the year before. Therefore, I decided to host separate Earth Day
meetings apart from our regular Eco-Action meetings, with the goal of planning the event
and delegating jobs and tasks to those involved. Unfortunately, this was not as successful
as I had hoped. Most of the officers didn’t want to come to another meeting because they
already had two that they were required to attend, and as I said earlier, the officers were
the ones who had done the majority of the work within the club for Earth Day the year
before. Turnout to the meetings was minimal, so I tried everything from switching the
date and time around to offering food incentives, but nothing seemed to work. For those
that did come, not everyone showed up every week consistently, so it was hard to get
much accomplished because I spent a lot of the time explaining what we did the week
before. The Earth Day Committee ended up just being a group of people who I bounced
ideas off of and who were committed to helping me on the actual days of the event. Some
people within the group a lot of work and helped me with certain projects, but for the
most part, not very much was accomplished within the meetings or this group as a whole.
However, this is not something that I would dissuade others from trying out. Having a
separate Earth Day Committee and leadership positions within that sub-group has worked
for Eco-Action in the past. Unfortunately, I just think that this particular year, not enough
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people were involved with the club in general and those that were involved had too many
time commitments to really thoroughly contribute.
Despite the lack of success within the Earth Day subgroup, I was able to get the Public
Relations officer to do a lot of work for me in terms of advertising, and the Treasurer to
assist me in all of the work that had to be done within the Associated Student Activities
Office in terms of our budget and club account. There was also a new officer position
created for Earth Day this year, the fundraising officer. Unfortunately, the person who
was voted in lost motivation after winning the election, so they were a not a good
candidate to be in charge of something so vital to this year’s celebration. After it was
noted that not much was being accomplished, I had to take the reigns on fundraising to
ensure that the event could take place.
Despite these mishaps, much was still accomplished during the planning period of Earth
Day 2010. For Children’s Day, myself and the Earth Day Committee members came up
with a list of activities for the event and what supplies would be needed for each activity.
These activities included face painting, making trail mix, planting seeds in pots, painting
said pots, giving away CFL light bulbs, and playing a recycling game complete with
prizes. An Eco-Action club member also used Children’s Day as the basis of her class
community service project; she collected children’s Earth Day books beforehand, and
then gave them away at our event. We also invited environmental groups and
organizations, with Centre Wildlife, Shaver’s Creek, Freeze Thaw Cycles, Green Irene,
and the Sierra Club accepting the invitation. In terms of stage performances, we decided
to have NOMMO, the Penn State Songwriters Club, and the Penn State Thespians
perform. However, at the very last minute, the Penn State Songwriters Club, which was
set to do a sing-a-long to environmentally based children’s songs, cancelled. We also had
Shaver’s Creek do a presentation on the stage and Dustin Brackbill, a local librarian, read
children’s stories.
In terms of the cleanup, the goal was to get as many student and community
organizations involved as possible, despite their affiliation to any environmental cause.
The aim was to get people involved that might not already be concerned with the amount
of trash that is created in State College. In order to achieve this, I drafted a letter that was
sent out to all campus clubs and organizations. The letter is enclosed in the appendix. I
was able to delegate this task to those of the Earth Day Committee, by giving each
member a different group of letters in the alphabet with the intention that they would
email the Penn State clubs that begin with those designated letters. I also sent the letter to
as many community organizations that I could think of. We got quite a good response
from campus groups, but not so much from the community. We also tried to advertise the
event in other ways, and I will talk about that more in depth later in this chapter. After
some debating, I decided to hold the cleanup just within the downtown State College and
campus area. I consulted with State College Mayor Elizabeth Goreham a lot throughout
this process, and she helped me to get in touch with the person in charge of the trash
pickup downtown. After speaking with him, he agreed to donate trash bags and gloves to
our project and also delayed the time of trash pickup until after our event was over. He
also informed us that another group was hosting a cleanup that same day, but theirs was

61

catered towards a specific area near the fraternity’s downtown. I was surprised that no
one had informed us of this when we sent out the email, but was not overly concerned
because they seemed to be a smaller group focusing on a smaller area. The final list of
groups that participated in the event was: Spanish Club, United Students Against
Sweatshops, Life House, Sustainable Agriculture Club, Phi Eta Sigma, Phi Beta Lamda,
Earth and Mineral Sciences Student Council, Silver Wings, and Phi Sigma Pi, THS, and
College Heights All-Stars. All of these groups were university organizations with the
exception of THS, which was composed of some of my friends and College Heights AllStars, which was a group that Elizabeth Goreham organized from her neighborhood. Each
group member was given a free t-shirt and food that was donated to the event. I had to get
the sizes of the shirts beforehand so I would know how many to order. We also decided
to give the teams incentive prizes based on how much trash they picked up and who
raised the most money they raised beforehand. We had decided to hold the cleanup as a
fundraiser for both the National Resource Defense Council and the Centre County
Farmer’s Market Association. The groups involved in the cleanup were supposed to raise
money prior to the event, and to help them achieve this, I made up a letter that they could
use to ask for donations that I have included in the appendix. I chose these two nonprofits as the recipients of our fundraising efforts because I wanted both a local and
national group, and I wanted two groups that worked on different environmentally related
issues. Also, both groups were receptive to receiving our donations, so it worked out
well. A representative from the farmer’s market was also on hand that day with
information to give out to participants.
As the planning process was in full swing, I started to get some comments from EcoAction members that they were disappointed that there would be no local music portion
to the Earth Day celebration this year. At the same time, I was contacted by someone,
whose name I will not mention here, from the Penn State Marketing Association who
wanted to host a concert on the Hub Lawn on the evening of our Children’s Day event to
benefit Clearwater Conservancy. He said that his club would finance and plan the concert
as long as we let him use the space. I decided to go along with this idea, and even agreed
to technically host the event so he wouldn’t have to go through filling out event forms,
requesting security, getting different staging etc. Basically my plan was to add in this
concert portion to our Eco-Action Earth Day agenda, and the only additional work I
would have to do was change our Student Program Registration Form and add security to
the event since we didn’t need it originally. This turned out to be a terrible plan. I ended
up having to constantly make contact with this individual to see how things were going in
terms of planning the concert and fundraising for the event. In the beginning, he told me
that everything was going along great, so I did everything on my end in terms of the
paperwork and contracting security. However, as the date approached, I learned that he
and his club had done very little to fundraise or advertise the event. Therefore, we were
stuck paying the additional fees for security as well as full price for everything that they
were using including the stage, generator, portable toilets, tents, and electrician. I had put
too much faith and trust into this individual that they would do their part and I was stuck
doing more work and paying more money that I had planned on. I would advise to never
go into this sort of agreement with another club without some sort of contract. I’m not
sure if you could get a contract for this type of situation like the ones that you can get
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from the Union and Student Activities Office, but I’m sure they could help you work
something out. If not, I would not recommend collaborating with another club when there
are promises of monetary contributions involved.
On the topic of money, fundraising played a huge role in my planning process for this
Earth Day. The budget for this year was around $4,000, significantly less than the year
before, but we had to raise it all on our own. In order to try and achieve this, I composed
a letter that I encouraged all of the members of Eco-Action to send to their friends and
families asking for donations. I also had our Webmaster set up a link to a PayPal account
from our website so people could donate that way as well. In addition, I composed a letter
to local businesses and organizations asking for donations in return for advertising. The
letter stated that depending on how much they donated, they would get some form of
advertising from us in return such as their name on the back of the t-shirts, or on the
flyers, etc. I have enclosed a copy of this letter as well as the letter to friends and family
in the appendix. I made up a list of all of the businesses in town and then assigned
officers and members of the Earth Day Committee a small list of businesses that they
were supposed to give a letter to and then contact again with a follow-up phone call. I set
up a spreadsheet on a Google document with this information so that people could write
their name next to the business they contacted and comment on what the outcome of their
conversation was. I also sent them a script to use for the follow-up phone call that I have
enclosed in the appendix. Many club members participated, but I ended up having to send
out a lot of letters by myself to businesses that no one could get to and that I didn’t have
the time to visit. The response from these letters was great, but we mostly got donations
in the form of gift certificates. The business and organizations that we got donations from
were: Mad Mex, Outback Steakhouse, Subway, Northland Bowl, Wegmans, Moshannon
Group Sierra Club, Green Irene Representative Charlene Chambers, What-A-Blast
Lasertag, Resource Technologies Corporation, Cartridge World, The State Theatre,
Nature’s Pantry, Irvings, Sisu Store and Coffee Shop, Freeze Thaw Cycles, Envinity, and
The Student Bookstore. We ended up trading some of these gift certificates for cash with
friends and family who could use them, and the rest we gave as prizes to those involved
in the cleanup. We did get some cash donations as well, which was great. The response
from the friends and family letter was also decent, and most people used the PayPal link
to make these donations. We held bake sales every other week on the corner of College
Avenue and Allen Street with permission from the Corner Room restaurant. These bakes
sales generally averaged around $75.00, and they were a pretty easy way to make money
as long as we could find club members to both bake beforehand and run the table. We
also sold Earth Day t-shirts on Children’s Day, which was decently profitable. Unlike the
year before, I was able to get a deal from a friend who has a t-shirt printing company,
Axelrad Printing, so we did make money on the shirts. Like the year before, we had
someone from the club draw the t-shirt design. Our treasurer reached out to the program
director of the Penn State Union and Student Activities, who was trying to promote Earth
Day events on campus this year. She was planning an activity fair in the Hub on the
actual date of Earth Day and wanted our participation. When she heard of the trouble we
were having raising money for our event, she got her office to approve paying for a
banner that advertised the event on campus, any flyers that we needed, and our stage
equipment. She also put us in touch with the Association of Residence Hall Students
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president, who wanted to participate in our Children’s Day event. He did so by paying for
the supplies for the planting pots activity and lending his organization members to run the
activity on the day-of. This was a tremendous help, and I’m positive we could not have
accomplished what we did without their support. In total, we ending up raising more
money than we spent, so for the first time in a very long time, Eco-Action started off the
Fall 2011 semester with money in their account.
In terms of the budget, we knew we had to cut costs wherever we could since we had to
do all of the fundraising ourselves. Therefore, I knew we wouldn’t be able to rent as
much equipment as we did the year before. Since we were not planning on having bands
for the day portions of our event, I thought it would be amazing (and cheaper!) if we
could use solar panels to run the electronic equipment. We were able to collaborate with
the group Engineers for a Sustainable World, and they graciously let us use their solar
panels for our event. We did get a generator as well for the concert at night (that we were
originally not supposed to pay for) and had it dropped off earlier in the day just in case
for some reason the solar panels did not work. Luckily, they did and it was extremely
successful. We also rented a smaller stage than the year before, and we were able to
borrow smaller tents, tables, and chairs, from local churches and community members to
put on the lawn for Children’s Day. We also used these tents, tables, and chairs for the
community cleanup; we just needed a lot less of them. In terms of sound equipment, we
only needed to rent a microphone and speakers since we weren’t having any music for
the event (I had told the Penn State Marketing Association representative that his bands
would have to supply their own sound equipment). The only additional cost that we did
not have the year before was that Penn State required that we have security on the lawn
overnight since all the rental equipment would still be set up from the previous day. Now
that I think about it, the rental equipment is usually always been there overnight with
previous Earth Day events because businesses don’t usually do evening or Sunday pickups. I guess maybe the fact that it’s the business’s responsibility once we say that we are
done using the equipment that allows Penn State to not require security. We briefly
tossed around the idea that we would just have club members sit with the equipment all
night, but I knew that it would be hard to get people to commit to something like that,
especially on Blue and White weekend.
Like the year before, we had to fill out mostly the same paperwork, with the exception of
UPAC. In terms of the contracts, I decided to forgo having any of our performers sign
them, since they were all doing the event for free. I think they are a great idea when
money is involved, but otherwise, they just seem like excessive work since there is
nothing you can hold against people who are doing something without compensation.
This is not a very good excuse, but I was also extremely busy with all of the additional
work that this Earth Day event entailed, and I didn’t think I would have time to distribute
and track down the performer’s contracts.
In terms of advertising, we really tried to get the word out to the community about our
event since they were to whom it was catered to. I dropped off Children’s Day flyers at
all of the local elementary schools, pre-schools, and daycares in town. My original goal
was to have the schools send home a flyer with each student, but this is not allowed in the
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public schools unless you have a meeting with the super attendant and the flyer is school
board approved. I handed out the flyers approximately two weeks before our event, so I
knew that we would never be approved in time if we tried to go through this process.
However, I do know that some of the private schools did make copies of the flyer and
sent it home with their students. I have enclosed a copy of this flyer in the appendix. We
also went around to local businesses and asked if they would post our flyer in their store,
and most were receptive. We thought that having a school librarian at the event would
boost discussion of the event throughout the school as well. In terms of advertising for
the Community Cleanup, we sent emails, like I mentioned earlier, and we also spoke at a
State College Borough Council Meeting, where we asked all council members and
attendees to promote and support the event. I also wrote up a press advisory that our
Public Relations Officer sent to local newspapers, radio stations, and television stations.
We had more articles printed about this Earth Day event than the year before, so I guess
that paid off.
Things did not go as smoothly for this Earth Day event as they had the previous year.
Unfortunately, the weather did not cooperate on either days, and I believe the rain
deterred a lot of people from coming. For Children’s Day, the morning was nice and dry
but rain clouds loomed overhead and eventually let loose about halfway through the
day’s scheduled activities. We had to close up early, as the rain was very heavy and the
tents were not strong enough to withstand that much water. We managed to finish all of
the events on stage before the rain hit, which was good. Because of time conflicts, the
Penn State Thespians had to perform their version of The Lorax, by Dr. Seuss, right when
the event started at 11:00, which was unfortunate because there was not a very big
audience at that point and they did a really great job. All of the other acts had a decent
crowd and the children really seemed to enjoy themselves. Those who came out for the
event took advantage of everything we had to offer and, in that way, it was successful.
We didn’t get as many children as we had hoped, and I can’t exactly say why. Its possible
that it was not advertised enough and that having the event on the same day as the Blue
and White game actually hindered our attendance. Overall though, I think weather always
plays a huge factor, and unfortunately the weather was not on our side this year.
The concert was supposed to take place that night, so we left the speakers on the stage
along with the microphone. We packed up most of the tents, tables, and chairs, except for
the ones we would be using the next day for the cleanup. When we left, Penn State
Security officers were in place to watch over all of the equipment for the night. Engineers
for a Sustainable World were also willing to leave their solar panels on the Lawn since
there would be security watching them. When we returned to the Lawn to set up the next
morning, there was no Penn State Security, even though we arrived before they were
scheduled to depart. As we pulled up, we saw a student on the stage attempting to unhook
one of the speakers. We got out of the car and starting yelling and he ran away. This
proved to be a bad omen for what we were to discover next. Almost everything was
missing, including some speakers, the microphone, the generator, and electrical cable for
both the generator and the solar panels. We immediately called the police to report the
stolen items and I got on the phone with the officer in charge of Penn State Security. It
turns out, that there was some sort of mix up with the work order for security. They only
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stayed until midnight, so the Lawn was completely unguarded after that time. Because it
was their mistake and we had the original paperwork to prove it, we were compensated
for the stolen items and were not charged for any security services provided. Somehow
during all this, I also learned that the electricians from the Office of the Physical Plant
had taken all of the electrical cables and the generator up to the Bryce Jordan Center
during the night. They also had a mix-up in paperwork that stated that there would be no
event on Sunday, and when they saw that there was no security on the lawn, they took
this stuff away to protect it. We were able to get them to bring everything back down and
reground the stage on Sunday morning. They tried to charge us for this, but we were able
to fight these fees since it was their mistake. I have to believe that all of this does not
normally happen. This is a very busy time of year for Penn State student activities, and
the fact that there were two separate events on the Hub Lawn in one weekend was a lot.
We had no problems the year before, so I think this was just an unfortunate sequence of
events that all took place within one weekend. What can be learned from this experience
is the importance of saving all of your paperwork. Because of this, I was able to prove
that these were not my mistakes and therefore was compensated. If I did not have any of
my plans outlined and signed by these various departments, we would not have received
any money.
Needless to say I was extremely stressed by the time groups were supposed to start
showing up for the cleanup. Luckily, I had quite a few club members volunteering that
day to help me organize. We set up food that was donated by local businesses under a
tent so the participants could enjoy some snacks, and also prepared ample amounts of
gloves, bags, and t-shirts for each group. We gave them an hour and a half to pick up as
much trash and recyclables as they could, and sent them on their way after Mayor
Goreham gave a kickoff speech. The groups returned with around 40 bags of trash and
recyclables, which was pretty impressive for that short period of time. We awarded prizes
for both the amount of money raised and the amount of trash collected. Mayor Goreham
donated gift cards to the students who raised the most money. The groups, comprised of
61 students and community members, raised approximate $400.00 dollars total for nonprofits. This wasn’t an overwhelming amount, but I don’t think it was too bad for a first
time event. The biggest problem we had with the Community Cleanup was disposing of
all of the trash and recyclables. We took all of the recycling out to the Centre County
Recycling Center, but we had to sort it all first which took a long time, especially on the
muddy lawn. If I had been thinking clearer, I would have told the groups to separate their
recyclables in different bags. We had already arranged to dispose of the trash with the
man from the borough who gave us the supplies, so that was much more simple.
Overall, I think the events were successful. If I were to do it again, I think I would just
focus on one event rather than trying to spread my focus between two, which turned into
three, separate events. I also don’t know if I would try to fundraise for such a large event
solely with the money raised by a club that only has about 30 active members. It was
such a huge task, and it took up most of the time within the planning process. Because of
the problems that I encountered both in planning the event and on the actual day of, I
concluded that 2009 was much more successful. However, when I think about it now, I
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believe both events had success in their own ways, but that we made up for the lack of
problems in 2009 with the amount of problems we had in 2010.
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Advice for Future Earth Day Coordinators
Although I think one can glean a lot of useful information just from reading about my
past experiences as well as the experiences of others within this thesis, I wanted to
include a specific advice section where I could outline the most important things I learned
from planning an Earth Day event. Although there are so many little things I could say
about being a coordinator for a large event, I wanted to take the time to write down the
most important things to remember in this sort of planning situation.
The first piece of advice I can give is that you must allow yourself to delegate tasks.
Planning Earth Day can be extremely overwhelming, and it is an almost impossible task
for just one person to complete. This is something I had a really hard time with, because I
have seen what will happen if someone does not do his or her part. However, you must be
able to trust in other people and let potential mistakes happen, or else you will drive
yourself crazy trying to be the leader of everything at once.
The next most important thing to remember about planning Earth Day is to follow the
rules designated by Penn State. These rules and guidelines are put in place to help you
and are tweaked and revised every year with the help of student feedback. Your planning
process will go much smoother if you fill out all of the necessary paperwork and do so in
a timely fashion. Also, try to establish good relationships with the people who work in
the offices that you most frequent. It will make your job (and theirs) much easier, and
they are excellent resources for information, tips, and advice.
The final thing to remember when you are an Earth Day Coordinator at Penn State is not
to loose sight of the goal of the event. You want to make sure you establish a clear
mission statement and ideology for the event and stick to it. It’s very easy to get caught
up in all of the planning and advertising and everything like that, but every once and a
while, you need to step back and make sure that you are still staying true to your beliefs.
For instance, this happened to me when I started thinking about bringing in popular bands
from out of town and the amount of people that doing this would bring to our event. But I
decided against it because the kind of energy needed for travel and for heavy-duty sound
equipment went against our Earth Day beliefs. Its extremely important to keep the Earth
Day message in mind during the planning process, and an easy way to make sure you
aren’t crossing any boundaries is to run every idea you have in front of the club and ask
them for input on whether or not it seems to fit within the mission of the club. They are
one of the best resources on campus for information on environmental sustainability, so
don’t forget to use them.
Overall, please try to remember to have fun. Planning any event of this size can be
extremely stressful, but you have to remember that you signed up for this for a reason,
and that reason was probably not to have a panic attack everyday. Again, I struggled with
this, so please try not to be the same way I was and have fun with the process. Earth Day
is very important, but it’s not the end of the world if something goes wrong.
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How-To Guide
This is a very simple, step-by-step guide as to how to plan Earth Day (or any event) at
Penn State University. It focuses on the paperwork you will have to fill out and in what
order you will need to do so. This guide only includes the steps you are required to take
within the university, not everything else that you should do as an individual. All forms
listed in this section can be found within the appendix.
1. Fill out the Outdoor Expressive Activity Space Request Form located in room
125-D in the Hub. Unless you are planning on holding the event some other place
besides the Hub Lawn, this step is imperative. While you are in the office, talk
with staff members about the date you are thinking of holding the event so they
can see if it is available right away. This will expedite the process and allow for
you to introduce yourself and your ideas for the event. Other potential locations to
host Earth Day on campus would be the Center for Sustainability, the Arboretum,
and the lawn beside the East Halls. Each place would have to be contacted
individually to reserve the space, and each has their own set of rules and
regulations. You can also choose to hold the event off campus, at a local park.
Since I have not worked with those in charge of any of these other spaces, I
cannot give you much more information, but it is something to look into as each
space offers something unique.
2. Once you have a tentative reservation of your space, you will need to fill out what
is probably the most important form of this entire process, the Student Program
Registration and Facility Request Form. This form can be updated at any time in
your planning process, and it most likely will need to be. You will have to get
someone from the 125-D Hub office to sign this form to show that you have a
tentative hold on your space. If you are using a different space besides the Hub
Lawn, you will need to get a representative from that space to sign this form.
Please consult with the staff members in the 125-D office when you are filling out
this form, as they will be able to help with some sections that you may not have
the answers to.
3. If you want to have food at your event, you will have to fill out a form located in
125-D in the Hub entitled Request for Exception to Serve/Sell Food. If you are
going to have food from a source outside of Penn State, you must get this food
from a list of approved non-university caterers. This list can be found on the
student activities website or by asking a staff member in 125-D.
4. Applying for UPAC funding is the next step in this process. You will need a
representative from UPAC to sign your Student Program Registration form as
well, but you will also need to fill out a separate form to apply for funding. This
form is aptly named Request for Program Funding, and it will need to be picked
up from the UPAC office, located in room 229 in the Hub. When you pick up a
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form, you will be assigned a student contact person that will help you to answer
any questions you have about filling out the form and creating your budget. Please
take advantage of them, as this process can be very confusing for someone going
through it for the first time. You will need to figure out all of your expenses and
attach a budget along with estimates from three different companies who could
provide equipment. If you are getting an honoraria or keynote speaker, you can
also request funding for them and their transportation. You will need to provide a
biography for them written by an outside source as well as at least two published
reviews written on their presentations. Don’t worry if you can’t find all of this
information, your UPAC student contact will assist you in finding what you can.
You will also be given a deadline for when you need to turn in this form along
with all of the other listed information, but I recommend you turn it in as early as
possible. The earlier you get it in, the better chance you have of getting funding.
Once you turn it in, you will schedule a meeting with the UPAC Committee to
review your budget and go over the details of your event. Shortly after this, you
will be contacted with your allocated amount. This allocation will go into the EcoAction account, which can be accessed by the Eco-Action Treasurer in the
Association of Student Activities Office. It isn’t just one big lump sum, but rather
is divided into categories based on the information you gave in your budget. Any
money that is left over from this allocation will be returned to UPAC at the end of
the year.
5. The next step you must take is to set up a meeting to discuss contracts. You will
need to go to room 230 in the Hub to request this meeting, and it cannot be done
before your UPAC allocation is processed. The person whom you discuss
contracts with will also need to sign you Student Activity Request Form. Before
your meeting, you will be given a small sheet of paper that tells you what to bring
to your contract appointment. Make sure you bring all of this information, or else
you will not be able to complete your contracts. I would recommend trying to get
contracts for the services provided by Penn State as well, such as security and the
electrician. This might have to be done later in the process, but if it can be done, it
would be very beneficial for you.
6. Once the contract process is complete, you will need to get purchase orders from
the Association of Student Activities Office located in room 240 in the Hub.
These purchase orders let the companies that you are renting or buying services
from know that you have enough money in your account to pay them once the
service is performed. They also are a requirement if you are using funds allocated
by UPAC. Your club treasurer will need to assist you in the process, as they are
the only ones given access to this account information. If the treasurer does not
want to assist you for some reason, you can have them sign a form in the
Associated Student Activities Office that allows you to perform the same duties as
them. This is also nice to do in case the treasurer cannot be with you every single
time you visit the office, and you need to speak with a staff member about your
account. After the purchase orders are completed, a staff member from this office
will have to sign your Student Activities Request Form.
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7. Once you get this last signature, you will need to bring your form to the 125-D
office, where you will receive an Addendum to the Program Registration Form,
which is required for all outdoor events. A staff member in the Student Activities
Office (125-D) will mark which signatures you will need on this form, and for
Earth Day, they are usually Environmental Health and Safety, University Police,
and University Landscape. You must get these signatures in the order that they are
presented on the form. After this, you will need to turn in your Program
Registration Form to the Student Activities Office so that your tentative
reservation on the space can be changed to a confirmed registration.
8. If you are required to have security for the event, you will also need to have a
meeting with a representative from both the Events Management and Police
Services Offices to coordinate the security. Please make sure that everyone in this
meeting agrees to the amount of security needed and the date and time the service
will be provided, and have them sign their name to the agreement. That way, if
something goes wrong in terms of security, the original plan was in writing.
9. You will also need to request an electrician and trash and recycling receptacles
from the Office of the Physical Plant. This form, entitled Workorder Request
Form for Student Organizations, can be found in 125-D where it needs to be
turned in as well. You will also have to pick up your work order assignment from
the same office about one week after you fill out this form. You have the option
of getting staging, tables and chairs from the Office of the Physical Plant, but we
have never done this in the past since you cannot get a cost quote prior to the
event.
10. After the event, you must check back in with the Associated Student Activities
Office to make sure that they have received bills for the purchase orders and that
these bills were sent out. You also need to confirm that there is enough money in
the account to cover those bills that might have been higher than the purchase
order originally stated, or those that did not have purchase orders because they did
not receive a UPAC allocation. This is extremely important, as you do not want to
leave the club with any outstanding bills.
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Appendices
Appendix A: Local Newspaper Articles 1970-2008
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Appendix B: Eco-Action Interviews
I conducted all interviews over the phone or through email. The questions are included
with the email interviews but not with the phone interviews because the participants
spoke in a more general manner over the phone rather than answering direct questions
like was done through email.
Darlene Snow – Earth Day Coordinator 1985
Senior Vice President, Ogilvy Public Relations
*Did you have a specific role in Earth Day?
Yes, as president of Eco-Action, I was the main event organizer for the 15th anniversary
of Earth Day on campus in 1985.
*Was there a budget for these celebrations and if so, how were the funds raised? Did you
get money from the university?
As a university club, Eco-Action had a small budget from the university, but most of our
activities were funded through our recycling center in the Stadium parking
lot. Volunteers worked many hours collecting and processing cans, bottles and
newspapers that were sold to various recycling companies. The proceeds went to EcoAction. Although I can't remember the exact amount, I'm know we had little funds for
Earth Day --no more than a few hundred dollars - and had to be very creative. We used
available or free resources or had services donated. The bands played for free, for
instance. We donated $100 to the Hari Krishna Society on campus to provide free
vegetarian food on the Hub lawn during the outdoor concert festivities. I thought that
was very unusual and creative. The Hari Krishna's had a nearby farm and offered free
vegetarian cooking classes on campus. A lot of us from Eco-Action were vegetarians and
would take the classes, so it was a natural partnership.
*Where was Earth Day held and why?
We decided to make it a weeklong event with free movies, lectures and concerts. Events
were held all over campus, but mainly in the Hub. The goal was to allow for the as many
people to participate as possible.
*What was the goal of Earth Day in those years? Did it change?
Eco-Action's goal was to educate and mediate. We weren’t radical activists or
extremists, although some of our members considered the Monkey Wrench Guide by
Edward Abbey their bible. Our goals for Earth Day '85 were simple: to celebrate the 15th
anniversary and to educate the student body and local community about environmental
issues. Personally, I'm not a "doom and gloom" environmentalist. We preferred to take a
more upbeat, celebratory, and educational approach. We also wanted to provide a widevariety of activities on a variety of topics over an entire week to allow for the greatest
participation possible.
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*Was there a good turnout?
The turnout was fantastic. In all, we estimated that nearly 2,000 people participated in
the free lectures, movies and concerts.
*What types of activities were planned?
We screened "The Lorax" and other environmental films (we ran a movie every night for
the entire week); recruited experts to give nightly lectures on a variety of topics, such as
acid rain; and planned a weekend-long concert and festival on the Hub lawn.
*How did you choose these activities? Based on our experience with what would
interest and engage the student body, and what resources where available to us. For
instance, at the time, student clubs were allowed access to a film projector and screening
room. We were also given access to lecture halls. The university was very supportive of
all of our requests.
*Were there any major problems that you had?
Typical logistical problems, like getting the film projector to run, and weather. I vaguely
remember having some rain storms that week, but not during the weekend. It was a lot of
work, but when you're a student and working as a volunteer, it's easier to embrace the
unexpected and forget mistakes. Interestingly, my experience coordinating Earth Day
'85 at PSU helped me secure a coveted internship at the Community Environmental
Council in Santa Barbara which in turn led to a 25 year chain of events that culminated
this past December in Cancun, Mexico, at the United Nations climate change negotiations
(COP16). At COP16, I produced an event for the government of Mexico, "Climate
Change Communications Forum," that included a few dozen high-level speakers
including the Nobel Prize winner, Mario Molina. I credit Earth Day '85 as my first
experience coordinating a major event! Btw, the Mexicans have a saying: Perfection is
the enemy of the good. This philosophy helped make the COP16 event a huge success,
and could equally be applied to the Earth Day '85 event.
*Who was your target audience?
It was mainly students and anyone else who was interested, including teachers and
townspeople. We did a lot of work with the local off-campus environmental groups and
they helped promote the event off-campus for us.
Tania Slawecki – Earth Day Coordinator 1990
Research Associate at the Materials Research Institute at Penn State University; Founder
of Neo-Terra
There was so much student involvement during this time, which allowed for subcommittees for Eco-Action. Jan Lundberg played for the event and at that point, the
university allowed local vendors. Those that I can remember were Sunshine Imports and
an organic farmer. There were speakers inside the Hub as well as on the lawn itself.
There was a huge Earth cake and blow up Earth balls that people tossed around. There
were also a lot of children’s activities and Shaver’s Creek came out with some of their
animals. Unfortunately, there was a lot of trash left on the lawn afterwards. In terms of
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advertising, we put ads in the local newspaper but because it was such an important
community and campus event at the time, there was a lot of networking that took place of
advertising. In terms of fundraising, we applied for a got funding from the university, we
collected donations from the community, and we had a nominal fee for vendors on the
lawn. The event was fabulous, and it was good for students to interact with the
community. It provided the opportunity to educate both the community and the campus at
the same time.
Dana L Mock – Treasurer of Eco-Action 1997-1998; Earth Day Committee Member
1998-1998
Washington State Department of Ecology
* Did you have a specific role in Earth Day?
I was the treasurer of Eco-Action for the 1997-1998 school year, so I managed the money
for Earth Day. I was also on the Earth Day committee and assisted in everything from
getting sponsors, to publicity, to the hospitality of speakers and musicians.
*Was there a budget for these celebrations and if so, how were the funds raised? Did you
get money from the university?
Yes we did get money from the university but I don' remember how much. As treasurer,
I filled out a detailed "Request for Program or Activity Support Funding". We raised
some funds ourselves as well; every year we created a mug that we sold for $1. We also
sold t-shirts.
*Where was Earth Day held and why?
Earth Day was held on the HUB lawn. It was a central and visible location that was
accessible to many.
*What was the goal of Earth Day in those years? Did it change?
The goal of Earth Day was to celebrate the Earth and educate the young and old on how
to protect Her. That was the consistent goal throughout my time at Penn State.
*Was there a good turnout?
Yes, there was generally a great turnout. It started to rain on Earth Day in 1998 so the
turnout was pretty low later in the day and especially for the band the String Cheese
Incident. The lawn became somewhat of a mud pit from what I remember.
*What types of activities were planned?
There was always a headlining band (Richie Havens in 1996, String Cheese Incident in
1998), speakers, as well as regional music and dance groups. We invited local
organizations to host tables with information about their organization. There was usually
a tent with children's activities. In 1998 we had David Brower from the Sierra Club as
the Keynote Speaker.
Earth Day celebrations were not limited just to Earth Day. There were Earth Week
activities as well. These included stream clean-up projects, critical mass bike rides, tree
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planting, speakers/lectures, etc.
*How did you choose these activities?
Planning for Earth Day happened throughout the year. A committee was set up and
meetings were held once a week to brainstorm and organize the upcoming
activities. First a theme and a focus for that year's Earth Day was chosen. Specific goals
and focuses changed from year to year depending on the direction the members wanted to
take it.
*Were there any major problems that you had?
I know there must have been glitches but none are popping into my head.
*Who was your target audience?
The target audience was everyone from students to young and old people from the local
community. We tried to engage young people from local schools by having poster and
poetry contests. In 1996, I know the winning poster was used for the design of the Earth
Day t-shirt.
Brad Nahill – Music Committee Coordinator 1997; Earth Day Coordinator 1998
Director of SEE Turtles and SEEtheWILD
* Did you have a specific role in Earth Day?
I was Earth Day coordinator in 1998 and was in charge of the music in 1997.
*Was there a budget for these celebrations and if so, how were the funds raised? Did you
get money from the university?
Yes, the budget then was about $20,000. That mostly came from the student activities
fund, though a couple thousand came from a couple of dean's offices (don't remember
which).
*Where was Earth Day held and why?
It was held on the Hub Lawn, which was the most central and largest open space
available on campus.
*Was there a good turnout?
There was a great turnout in 1997. It was a beautiful day and we had Ralph Nader speak
and Merl Saunders brought out a lot of Grateful Dead fans. I don't think we got a head
count that day, but there were quite a number of people. In 1998 we did not have great
turnout because the weather was bad (rained most of the day) and the speaker (David
Brower) and band (String Cheese Incident) weren't as well known. Normally, we held
the event inside the Hub when it rained but they were working on it then and the room
wasn't available.
*What types of activities were planned?
We didn't have stated goals, though our hopes were to get as many people out as possible
and give them concrete ways to make a difference.
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*How did you choose these activities?
In 2008, we tried making it a weeklong event and organized a critical mass bike ride, an
adopt a highway cleanup, other speakers, etc. 2007 included a free yoga class, but I don't
remember what else. We tried to work with other groups to organize the different events
to try to reach more people with varying degrees of success. For example, we partnered
with the local Sierra Club to bring David Brower to speak (I think they gave us $500) and
hoped to work with the local American Heart Association for the bike ride (but they got
scared that we were going to block traffic).
*Were there any major problems that you had?
In 1998 we had a couple of problems, the rain made the field muddy and some of the
school equipment was damaged so we had to pay for that. Also, the sound guys we hired
didn't get ready on time and we started an hour late which messed up the timing all
day. We also had to get a lesser known band instead of one we had wanted when our
booking agent bailed out on us.
*Who was your target audience?
Again, we didn't really think in terms of who our audience was. We just tried to appeal
to as many people as possible.
Matt McLaughlin – Earth Day Coordinator 2001
Teacher at Bronx Preparatory Charter School
* What years did you participate in Earth Day and did you have a specific role?
1999-2001 - I was the coordinator of Earth Day in 2001, so I played a large part in setting
up the budget and figuring out the details. In previous years I had done more manual
labor or specific tasks.
*Was there a budget for these celebrations and if so, how were the funds raised? Did you
get money from the university?
There was a budget of maybe $10,000. The University provided a significant amount
(maybe half) and the rest was raised through fund-raisers like shows at the Crowbar or a
benefit night at another downtown bar.
*Where was Earth Day held and why?
It was held on the HUB Lawn each year, even when the lawn was largely a construction
site.
*What was the goal of Earth Day in those years? Did it change?
The goal was to bring people together who were interested in celebrating Earth Day. I
don't remember ever having a more specific goal or unifying theme.
*Was there a good turnout?
Yes, there was each year. We always had maybe 1000-2000 people come throughout the
afternoon, with some just passing through, others setting up blankets and hanging out,

141

and others just there for the bands.
*What types of activities were planned?
Bands, speakers, tabling, activities designed by other local organizations
*How did you choose these activities?
We pretty much just continued doing what had been done in years past.
*Were there any major problems that you had?
Not that I remember
*Who was your target audience?
Students and townspeople
Johanna Mirenda – Earth Day Committee Member 2004-2007
Pennsylvania Certified Organic
Unfortunately, it's difficult to remember that far back, so I don't think I can provide many
specific details. But I do know that we made a pretty big deal out of it, and therefore had
a great turnout. The years that I was involved, we had it at the Center for Sustainability,
and I think one year was on the hub lawn. We had lots of bands and speakers; the stage
was always active. Somehow, we always managed to scrape together a rockin' good time
even with a small budget. A lot of business donated food and services.
We wanted to involve as much of the community as possible, so we invited lots of
different types of groups to participate. We also wanted to raise awareness for the
campaigns we were currently working on and provide information for anyone seeking
resources about different environmental issues. We recruited new members for the club
as well. At the Center for Sustainability, we showcased the sustainable technology like
water recycling, solar panels, and wind turbine. And of course, we wanted it to be fun for
everyone, so we had live music, poetry readings, and games.
Genevieve Caron – Earth Day Coordinator 2006-2007
Americorps Alumni
* What years did you participate in Earth Day and did you have a specific role?
I joined Eco Action in 2005, and organized Earth Day for the 2006-2007 school
year. For this year I was the Vice President/ Earth Day coordinator. I was also vice
president for the fall semester of 2007.
*Was there a budget for these celebrations and if so, how were the funds raised? Did you
get money from the university?
For that year, we decided to set our sights a little higher and wanted to have Christine
Ervin (who was in charge of the energy budget during the Clinton administration) come
and speak. She was $8500. We then allotted another $7000 to rentals and miscellaneous
items for the festival. We got (I think) $12,000 from the university and fundraised $3000.
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(selling t-shirts, cookies, and getting donations from clubs, departments, and businesses)
*Where was Earth Day held and why?
We decided to hold Earth Day on the HUB lawn hoping that the location would bring
more traffic.
*What was the goal of Earth Day in those years? Did it change?
The goal of Earth Day was to bring awareness to current environment issues and to have
a space where everyone could be together, enjoy themselves, and celebrate the Earth that
we're living on. I'm not sure how much it has changed. That year we tried to make it a
little bigger and hopefully draw some new faces into our celebration.
*Was there a good turnout?
The turnout wasn't that good. We got maybe 200-300 people to come through. The
problem was that the Blue/White game was scheduled that day (something I still wonder
why we didn't factor in)
*What types of activities were planned?
We scheduled a lot of bands to play throughout the day (5-6 of them), had a drum circle,
and had a tent filled with tables and displays. We also had Christine Ervin speak and had
some poetry readings. I forget what else had been planned throughout the lawn. There
were some kids activities scheduled here and there.
*Were there any big problems that you had?
No super big problems, just less people than we had anticipated. A lot of little technical
things... we had wanted to use solar panels but those were broken and we had to use a
generator…which felt silly on earth day. The weather was great, fortunately.
*Who was the target audience?
We tried to expand to more people than our typical audience... but it didn't really work
out. I think more effort should have gone into marketing.
Brittany Harris – Earth Day Coordinator 2008
Student, Pacific College of Oriental Medicine
My sharpest memories stem from the year when [name was removed for integrity] was
the Earth Day coordinator. He was supposed to turn in the funding paperwork in October
and didn't let anyone know he didn't do it until February. We were seemingly doomed but
somehow pulled everything together, as you know, with your church donating tents and
friends pulling together their sound equipment. The goal was to have a sort of "green"
involvement fair. Eco-Action broke down its members into groups to create different
informational, motivational displays. The main thing we tried to avoid each year was
preaching to the choir - it's easy to get your friends and like-minded people out to this
event, but how can we educate those who would otherwise be unlikely to participate?
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Appendix C: Flyers, Contracts, Notes, and Other Primary Sources 1970-2008
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Appendix D: Eco-Action Earth Day 2009
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View of Hub Lawn

Shaver’s Creek Presentation
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Keynote Speaker Diane Wilson
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Booths Set Up on the Lawn
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Proudly Displaying the Earth Day T-Shirts
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Hopes High Performance
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Newspaper Articles
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Eco-Action Press Advisory
For Immediate Release
April 10, 2009

For More Information
Tina Robinson
(484)-319-1115

Earth Day Celebration
Over the past 30 years, Eco-Action at Penn State University, University Park has
celebrated Earth Day. This year shall be no different. On Saturday, April 18, 2009 the
HUB lawn will be transformed into an environmental oasis. The entire day will be
powered by a solar panel generator made by the Engineers for a Sustainable World club
on campus. On Stage there will be speakers such as Councilwomen Goreham and Diane
Wilson along with bands including Mystery Train, NOMMO, and Hopes High. Around
the stage area a myriad of student groups will be showing their support for the
environment at tables with different displays and activities set up. Local businesses
including Appalachian Outdoors and Freeze Thaw Cycles will also have areas set up.
There will be a children’s center with games, crafts, and interactive learning. Activities
including free bike tune-ups, water bottle pit, tye-dying, trivia, and Kirtans
Yoga/Meditation will be done over the course of the day. Things people should
remember to bring with them are incandescent light blubs to exchange for free, t-shirts to
tye-dye, bikes to have tuned up, old shoes to recycle and old cell phones to recycle. A
recycled art piece will be a focal point of the day showcasing Penn State pride and
environmental awareness. Bring yourself, bring your friends, or bring your family but
come out to celebrate our earth and have a great time.
What: Earth Day Festival
Who: Hosted by Eco-Action for all of the Penn State and State College communities
to enjoy.
When: April 18, 2009
Time: 11am-8pm
Where: HUB Lawn
Stage Times
Elizabeth Goreham 12:00-12:30
Shaver’s Creek
12:30-1:00
Diane Wilson
1:00-200
NOMMO
2:30-3:15
Dominic Minichiello 3:15-4:15
Death Squad 5000 4:15-5:30
Hopes High
5:30-6:45
Mystery Train
6:45-8:00
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Final Schedule
Stage
Elizabeth Goreham
Shaver’s Creek
Diane Wilson
NOMMO
Dominic Minichiello
Death Squad 5000
Hopes High
Mystery Train

12:00-12:30
12:30-1:00
1:00-200
2:30-3:15
3:15-4:15
4:15-5:30
5:30-6:45
6:45-8:00

Children’s Center
*Morgan med5152@ps.edu
Crafts, Games, Interactive Learning
Shaver’s Creek
Student Groups
Take Charge
Environmental Society
Sustainability Coalition
Green School Project
3E-COE
Vegetarian Club
Yoga Club
Project Smokeless
Powershift
Powerminders
Information Booths
“Water”
“Local”
“Energy”
“Vegetarian”
Petitions - Signatures
Local Businesses
Appalachian Outdoors
Freeze Thaw Cycles – Bike Tune Ups
Benjamin’s Green Catering
Activities
Water Bottle Pit
Tye-dying
Trivia
Kirtans Yoga/Meditation
Solar Panels - ESW
Recycled Art
CFL Swap
Eco-Cell – Cell Phone Recycling
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Hub Lawn Diagram
Sidewalk Area
Parking
Lot

BATH

STAGE

STUDENT
GROUPS

LOCAL
BUSINESSES
150 yards

ACTIVITIES

RECYCLE

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES

Hill of HUB Lawn

HUB-Robeson Center
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Hub Lawn Booth Organization
Local Businesses
Starting closest to the stage
Benjamin’s Green Catering (1 table)
“Local” – Derek’s Class (1 table)
“Vegetarian” – Derek’s Class (1 table)
Freeze Thaw Cycles

(1 tent)

Activities
Tye-Dying (2 Tables)
Water Bottle Pit
“Water” – Derek’s Class (1 table)
Yoga/Meditation – Veritas (Moved back from the rest) – (1 tent)
Children’s Activities (1 tent)
Leaf Rubbing (1 table)
Potted Plants (2 table)
Recycle
Starting Closest to the HUB Center (1 tent)
Recycled Art
Eco-Cell (1 table)
Shoe Drive? (not sure if they’re showing up) (1 table)
“Energy” – Derek’s Class (1 table)
CFL Swap (1-2 tables)
Student Groups (2 Tents)
Take Charge (3 tables) – must have a tent
Environmental Society (1 table)
Sustainability Coalition (1 table)
3E-COE (1 table)
Vegetarian Club (1 table)
Yoga Club (1 table)
Powershift (1 table)
USAS (1 table)
Powerminders (1 table)
Project Smokeless / Green Music Festival (1 table)
Green School Project / Coal Plant Info (Petitions) (1 table)
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Appendix E: Eco-Action Earth Day 2010
Pictures
Speaking at the State College Borough Council Meeting

Banner on Display at the Osmond Building
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Poster of Earth Week’s Schedule of Events
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Shoe Donation Receptacle
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Children’s Day Activities on the Hub Lawn
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Penn State Thespians Perform The Lorax
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Shaver’s Creek Presentation
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Solar Panels

Story Time with the Boalsburg Librarian Dustin Brackbill
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NOMMO Peformance
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Community Cleanup
Mayor Elizabeth Goreham Gives Kick-Off Speech
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Newspaper Articles
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Flyer
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T-Shirt Design
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Media Advisory
Eco-Action Earth Day Celebration
Eco-Action will be holding a children-focused Earth Day celebration on Saturday, April
24th on Penn State’s HUB Lawn from 10am – 3pm. The children of Centre County will
be invited to participate in interactive learning opportunities, wildlife presentations, story
time, earth-related crafts and games, interactive song and theatre presentations, and much
more. Eco-Actions recognizes that the future of our planet is in the hands of our youth, so
the importance of educating them to respect it and appreciate it will be paramount to its
survival.
On Sunday, April 25th, from 12pm-3pm, Eco-Action will be holding a Downtown
Clean-Up, in which pre-organized teams will compete to see who can collect the most
trash. Prior to this event, the teams will raise money that will be donated to the Centre
Pennsylvania Farmers’ Market Association and the National Resources Defense Council.
These teams consist of the following Penn State organizations: Spanish Club, United
Students Against Sweatshops, Life House, Sustainable Agriculture Club, Phi Eta Sigma,
Phi Beta Lamda, Earth and Mineral Sciences Student Council, Silver Wings, and Phi
Sigma Pi. The team who collects the most trash as well as the team who raises the most
money will both be given a prize. There will be refreshments served after the Clean-Up
on the Hub Lawn, as well as booths supporting Eco-Friendly businesses. Mayor Elizabeth
Goreham will be speaking at this time as well. Eco-Action believes this event will
encourage students and community members to respect the area around them and help to
make State College a more clean and environmentally friendly community.
Contact Information:
Elle Maney
814-883-7972
emm5118@psu.edu
30
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Eco-Action
Environmental Activism At Penn State
313 HUB, Penn State University
University Park, PA
16802

Dear Business Owner:
Earth Day is celebrating its 40th anniversary this year, and Penn State’s environmental club, EcoAction, is marking this tradition with a celebration of their own. Eco-Action is a club dedicated to
protecting the environment through outreach, activism, and education. Eco-Action founded the
celebration of Earth Day on Penn State’s University Park campus thirty-nine years ago, and they
don’t intend on letting this important day go by without some sort of tribute. In the past, EcoAction has focused their Earth Day celebration on the members of the student body, but this year,
they are trying to expand their celebration to the rest of the Centre County community.
Eco-Action will be holding a children-focused Earth Day celebration on Saturday, April 24th on
Penn State’s HUB Lawn. The children of Centre County will be invited to participate in
interactive learning opportunities, wildlife presentations, story time, earth-related crafts and
games, and much more. Eco-Actions recognizes that the future of our planet is in the hands of our
youth, so the importance of educating them to respect it and appreciate it will be paramount to its
survival.
On Sunday, April 25th, Eco-Action will be holding a Downtown Clean-Up, in which preorganized teams will compete to see who can collect the most trash. Prior to this event, the teams
will raise money that will be donated to the Centre Pennsylvania Farmers’ Market Association
and the National Resources Defense Council. The team who collects the most trash as well as the
team who raises the most money will both be given a prize. Eco-Action believes this event will
encourage students and community members to respect the area around them and help to make
State College a more clean and environmentally friendly community.
This year, for the first time, Eco-Action is offering an opportunity to local businesses like yours
to become an Earth Day sponsor. Your contributions will directly go to funding these worthwhile
Earth Day events that benefit all members of our community. Because Eco-Action is a small club
that is funding this large-scale project entirely on its own, they desperately need your help. If you
are not able to give a monetary gift, but would rather contribute something such as a gift card or
item from your business, please contact the phone number listed below. Again, Eco-Action
thanks you so much for your consideration and for taking the time to read this letter.
Respectfully Yours,
Elle Maney
Eco-Action Earth Day Coordinator
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Sponsorship Registration Form
SPONSORSHIP TYPE (Please Mark)
Under $50 – Business Name Appears on Banner at Event
$50– Business Gets an Individual Banner at Event
$75- Business Name Appears on Event T-Shirts
$100 – Business Name Included as a Sponsor With All Event Advertisements
Over $100 – Business is Given an Advertisement Booth at Event
*Prices include Gift Values
DETAILS
Company Name/Organization:
______________________________________________
Contact Name:
_______________________________________________________________
Postal Address:
__________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Suburb/Town/City: ___________________________ State: ______
Postcode: _______
Phone (business hours): _____________________
Email: _______________________
PAYMENT
Make Checks Payable to The Pennsylvania State University, with Eco-Action written
in the subject line
Please send this form, along with your donation, to the address below:
Eco-Action
311 Hub-Robeson Center
The Pennsylvania State University
University Park, PA
16802
Please note: For tax purposes, an invoice will be sent to you after the donation is
received.

Script for Phone Call
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If you want to visit the business instead, that’s even better!!!!!!
*Hi my name is
and I’m from the PSU student organization Eco-Action, may I
please speak to a manager
*Introduce yourself as being from Eco-Action to the manager
* Say that you just wanted to make sure that they received our Earth Day letter and if
they have any questions about it
*If they haven’t received the letter, explain to them what our program will be about
(briefly, please) and if they would like us to bring in a donation form to them
* If they have received our letter, ask them if they are interested in donating, and remind
them that we will send them a receipt for their tax information after receiving their
donation
Our Event
Saturday, April 24
*Children's Day
Shaver's Creek
Read-Aloud
Games
Crafts
Interactive Learning
More Ideas to Follow
Sunday, April 25
*Community Clean-Up
Downtown State College and Campus Clean Up with Predetermined Teams
Consisting of Community Members and Students
Prizes will be Awarded to the Team who Collects the Most Trash as Well as Which
Team Raises the Most Money for Our 2 Charities (To Be Determined - 1 Local and 1
National).
Hub Lawn Will Have Refreshments as Well as Info Booths (Eco-Clubs, Community
Organizations/Stores, Sponsors) and a Local Speaker to Conclude the Event
*We are funding this project completely on our own as a club of about 30 active
members
*If the business would like, we will put their name on our advertisements as a sponsor
*The business can set up a booth on the hub lawn to interact/market themselves to the
participates
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Community Cleanup Proposal Email
Hello (Insert Name Here)!
I am contacting you on behalf of the student organization Eco-Action, a group dedicated
to promoting environmental awareness and sustainability. Every year, we have an Earth
Day celebration on campus but this year we are planning on doing things a little
differently. We would like to invite your organization to participate in our new event and
help make it a success. Let me give you a brief description of the event:
On Sunday, April 25th, Eco-Action will be holding a Downtown Clean-Up, in which preorganized teams will compete to see who can collect the most trash. Prior to this event, the teams
will raise money that will be donated to the Centre Pennsylvania Farmers’ Market Association
and the National Resources Defense Council. The team who collects the most trash as well as the
team who raises the most money will both be given a prize. Participants in this event will also
receive free t-shirts and lunch! Eco-Action believes this event will encourage students and
community members to respect the area around them and help to make State College a more
clean and environmentally friendly community.

So, we want to invite your group to be a participating team in this event! We think this
will help bring members of your organization together, as well as provide a means for
members of different organizations to interact. Our event cannot happen without your
help, so please consider this opportunity! Right now, we are just looking for interest, as
the deadline for participants will not be until March 15th. At this time, we will give you
donation forms, additional information, etc. Please let us know if your group is
interested!
Thanks!
(Insert your name)
Please send your responses to our Earth Day Coordinator, Elle Maney, at
emm5118@psu.edu
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Letter to Local Schools
March 23, 2010
Dear Administrator,
I am writing to inform you of an upcoming event that might interest some of your staff
and students. Earth Day is celebrating its 40th anniversary this year, and Penn State’s
environmental club, Eco-Action, is marking this tradition with a celebration of their own.
Eco-Action is a club dedicated to protecting the environment through outreach, activism,
and education. Eco-Action founded the celebration of Earth Day on Penn State’s
University Park campus thirty-nine years ago, and they don’t intend on letting this
important day go by without some sort of tribute. In the past, Eco-Action has focused
their Earth Day celebration on the members of the student body, but this year, they are
trying to expand their celebration to the rest of the Centre County community.
Eco-Action will be holding a children-focused Earth Day celebration on Saturday, April
24th on Penn State’s HUB Lawn. The children of Centre County will be invited to
participate in interactive learning opportunities, wildlife presentations, story time, earthrelated crafts and games, music and theatre presentations, and much more. Eco-Actions
recognizes that the future of our planet is in the hands of our youth, so the importance of
educating them to respect it and appreciate it will be paramount to its survival.
I also wanted to invite any of your staff/teachers that might want to be involved in this
event to please let me know. We would be happy to display any Earth Day related art
projects that the students have made, allow students to have a presentation on the stage,
or any other ideas that you may have. I will also be sending you a flyer once we have the
final copy made, and if you could hand this out to student or display it in the school, that
would be really great. Please let me know what you think.
Thanks so much for your time,
Elle Maney
Eco-Action Earth Day Coordinator
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Eco-Action
Environmental Activism At Penn State
313 HUB, Penn State University
University Park, PA
16802

Dear Community Supporter:
Earth Day is celebrating its 40th anniversary this year and to commemorate this event,
students from Penn State University and members of the State College community have
decided to do a lil’ cleaning up! The day of the community cleanup is April 25th, 2010,
three days after Earth Day and just one day after the annual Blue White Football Game.
The student organization Eco-Action is sponsoring this cleanup as a part of Penn State’s
Earth Week. Pre-organized teams and community members will compete to see who can
pick up the most trash in a set amount of time, with the winners receiving prizes donated
by community businesses.
As participants of this cleanup, teams are required to raise money for the Downtown
Farmer’s Market Association and the National Resource Defense Council. The team who
raises the most money will also receive prizes. Members of the student body and State
College residents decided the fundraising aspect of this event was necessary to show their
commitment to the betterment of ours and other communities.
My organization (Insert Club Name) has formed a team to participate in this cleanup
and this is the part where we ask for your help! We are looking for any type of monetary
donation that you can provide, whether it be $10, $50, or best case scenario, over $100!!
Donations (cash or check) can be mailed to our club directly at: (Insert Club Address)
*Checks should be made out to Eco-Action
You also have the option of donating directly online through PayPal. Just visit the web
address http://www.clubs.psu.edu/up/ecoaction/earthday09.html to make your donation.
After you have confirmed your donation, put the name of our organization in the text box
so we can make sure the donation is counted towards our team!!
Please help us reach our goal of raising $10,000 for the Downtown Farmer’s Market
Association and the National Resource Defense Council. Our support will enable them to
continue their work in improving the standard of living in the State College community
and the nation as a whole.
The following page contains information about the recipients of your donation.
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Our mission is to create an environment for farmers and residents of Centre County to
mutually benefit from a market of locally produced items. For this reason every market
vendor is required to personally produce all of the items that they sell so that everyone
purchasing foods, flowers, or crafts can trust that they are receiving only the finest
This market offers freshness, high quality, reasonable prices, and convenience. It also
allows local residents to support our local farmers. Since all vendors are producing these
products for you, they can often explain best handling and preparation methods. Our
farmers are proud of the "Fruits of their labors" and are always willing to offer FREE
advice.

NRDC is the nation's most effective environmental action organization. They use law,
science and the support of 1.3 million members and online activists to protect the planet's
wildlife and wild places and to ensure a safe and healthy environment for all living
things.
Worth Magazine has named NRDC one of America's 100 best charities, and the Wise
Giving Alliance of the Better Business Bureau reports that NRDC meets its highest
standards for accountability and use of donor funds.
With the support of members and online activists, NRDC works to solve the most
pressing environmental issues we face today: curbing global warming, getting toxic
chemicals out of the environment, moving America beyond oil, reviving our oceans,
saving wildlife and wild places, and helping China go green.

[Information taken from the organization’s websites]
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